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This book examines dwarfs in myth and everyday life in ancient Egypt and Greece. In both
cultures physical beauty was highly admired, even to excess. What happened to those whose
appearance did not conform to the 'ideal proportions'? The spectacular forms of dwarfism were
always a focus of interest, and it is the most depicted disorder in antiquity. In this study Dr
Dasen brings together for the first time a whole range of mostly unpublished or little-known
iconographic, epigraphic, literary, and anthropological evidence. She covers areas such as the
history of caricature and the portrait; medical history, in particular, the development of the
perception of congenital disorders; social history; and history of religion, with questions on the
magical and ritual efficiency of the malformed in sacred and theatrical contexts. She considers
also the complex relations between mythology and ethnography, as shown, for example, in the
Greek myth of the Pygmies. This is a fascinating work, with a wealth of insights for anyone
interested in the history of medicine and the ancient world.
Composite statues of gold (chrysos), ivory (elephas), and other precious materials were the
most celebrated artworks of classical antiquity. Greek and Latin authors leave no doubt that
such images provided a centrepiece for religious and civic life and that vast sums were spent
to producethem. A number of these statues were the creations of antiquity's most highly
acclaimed artists: Polykleitos, Alkamenes, Leochares, and, of course, Pheidias, whose
magnificent Zeus Olympios came to be ranked among the Seven Wonders of the World.
Although a few individual images such as Pheidias'Athena Parthenos have been the subject of
detailed scholarly analysis, chryselephantine statuary as a class, from the exquisite statuettes
of Minoan Crete to the majestic temple images constructed by classical Greek city-states and
imitated by the Romans, has not received comprehensive study since1815. This book presents
not only the ancient literary and epigraphical evidence for lost statues and examines
representations of them in other media, but also assembles and analyses much-neglected
physical survivals, elucidating throughout the innovative techniques, such as ivory-bending,
employedin their production as well as the variety of social, religious, and political roles they
played within the ancient societies that produced them.
This booklet is an examination of the nature of ivory, both as substance of certain consistent
characteristics as well as material of varying availability treated by craftsmen in various and
peculiar ways. The framework of this approach is defined by the geographical and
chronological limits of the ivories at Dumbarton Oaks.
“[A] tour de force examination of the history of ivory . . . and the demise of the elephant and
human decency in the process of this unholy quest.” —The Huffington Post Praised for the
nuance and sensitivity with which it approaches one of the most fraught conservation issues
we face today, John Frederick Walker’s Ivory’s Ghosts tells the astonishing story of the power
of ivory through the ages, and its impact on elephants. Long before gold and gemstones held
allure, ivory came to be prized in every culture of the world—from ancient Egypt to nineteenthcentury America to modern Japan—for its beauty, rarity, and ability to be finely carved. But the
beauty came at an unfathomable cost. Walker lays bare the ivory trade’s cruel connection with
the slave trade and the increasing slaughter of elephants in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. By the 1980s, elephant poaching reached levels that threatened the last great herds
of the African continent, and led to a worldwide ban on the ancient international trade in tusks.
But the ban has failed to stop poaching—or the emotional debate over what to do with the
legitimate and growing stockpiles of ivory recovered from elephants that die of natural causes.
“Ivory’s Ghost is essential reading for anyone concerned with conservation and with the
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tenuous future of one of the most magnificent creatures our earth has ever seen.” —George B.
Schaller, author of A Naturalist and Other Beast
The first-of-its-kind exhibit cataloged here focuses on the women of Egypt from all levels of
society in works compiled strictly from American collections by American curators. Because the
quantity of written records is limited (though enormous in comparison to most early societies),
there is still much guesswork involved in determining the place women held in Egyptian
society. It is clear that, unlike most ancient and not-so-ancient societies, Egypt conferred on
women the legal right to own property and to barter their own goods, which means a larger
record for current study. The essays here are both erudite and fascinating to read; the
illustrations are clear and well presented in conjunction with the text. 117 colour & 112 b/w
illustrations

This is the first systematic attempt to survey in detail the archaeological evidence
for the crafts and craftsmanship of the Sumerians, Babylonians, and Assyrians in
ancient Mesopotamia, covering the period ca. 8000-300 B.C.E. As creators of
some of the earliest farming and urban communities known to us, these people
were among the first pioneers of many crafts and skills that remain fundamental
to modern ways of life. Many of the raw materials for crafts had to be imported
from outside the river valley of the Tigris and Euphrates, providing an unusually
sensitive indicator of the commercial and cultural contacts of Mesopotamia. In
this book, Dr. Moorey reviews briefly the textual evidence, and then goes on to
examine in detail the material evidence for a wide range of crafts using stones,
both common and ornamental, animal products--from hippopotamus ivory to
ostrich egg-shells--ceramics, glazed materials and glass, metals, and building
materials. With a comprehensive bibliography, this will be a key work of reference
for archaeologists and those interested in the early history of crafts and
technology, as well as for specialist historians of the ancient Near East.
A beautiful and vital document of the ancient masterpieces of ivory from the
Middle East, many of which have been lost or destroyed in the recent political
turmoil of the region
In the The Aramaeans in Ancient Syria the authors present the history and
culture of the Aramaean kingdoms of Syria from the 12th to the end of the 8th
century B.C.
The Middle Kingdom (ca. 2030–1650 B.C.) was a transformational period in
ancient Egypt, during which older artistic conventions, cultural principles,
religious beliefs, and political systems were revived and reimagined. Ancient
Egypt Transformed presents a comprehensive picture of the art of the Middle
Kingdom, arguably the least known of Egypt’s three kingdoms and yet one that
saw the creation of powerful, compelling works rendered with great subtlety and
sensitivity. The book brings together nearly 300 diverse works— including
sculpture, relief decoration, stelae, jewelry, coffins, funerary objects, and
personal possessions from the world’s leading collections of Egyptian art.
Essays on architecture, statuary, tomb and temple relief decoration, and stele
explore how Middle Kingdom artists adapted forms and iconography of the Old
Kingdom, using existing conventions to create strikingly original works. Twelve
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lavishly illustrated chapters, each with a scholarly essay and entries on related
objects, begin with discussions of the distinctive art that arose in the south during
the early Middle Kingdom, the artistic developments that followed the return to
Egypt’s traditional capital in the north, and the renewed construction of pyramid
complexes. Thematic chapters devoted to the pharaoh, royal women, the court,
and the vital role of family explore art created for different strata of Egyptian
society, while others provide insight into Egypt’s expanding relations with foreign
lands and the themes of Middle Kingdom literature. The era’s religious beliefs
and practices, such as the pilgrimage to Abydos, are revealed through
magnificent objects created for tombs, chapels, and temples. Finally, the book
discusses Middle Kingdom archaeological sites, including excavations
undertaken by the Metropolitan Museum over a number of decades. Written by
an international team of respected Egyptologists and Middle Kingdom specialists,
the text provides recent scholarship and fresh insights, making the book an
authoritative resource.
Ancient Ivories in the Middle EastAncient Ivories in the Middle East and Adjacent
CountriesAncient Ivories in the Middle EastA description of the ivories ancient &
mediæval in the South Kensington museumThe Study of the Ancient Near East
in the Twenty-first CenturyThe William Foxwell Albright Centennial
ConferenceEisenbrauns
This 1909 handbook samples Egyptian art from the prehistoric period to the Roman era,
featuring 140 illustrations.
Based on the Museum's records of excavations from 1906 to 1934 at the pyramid site of Lisht,
revised and augmented by results of recent excavations (1985 to present). Further volumes
are in preparation. -- Metropolitan Museum of Art website.
Empires are born. Empires reach their peak. Empires die, but leave their mark through their
architecture and artistic achievements. From these specks of dust of memory, 40 centuries of
history shape our world of the 21st century. The power of ancient Egypt was followed by the
influence of Greece, which brought the Persian East together in the conquests of Alexander
the Great. After Cleopatra, the last queen of Egypt, Rome became the power that ruled part of
the world, finally dying out in the fall of the Byzantine Empire on 29 May 1453. The authors
take the reader on a journey through time and space and highlight the succession of these
civilisations that rubbed shoulders, even fought against each other and led us towards a more
enlightened humanity.
Library has v. 1-4 only.
Was Western civilization founded by ancient Egyptians and Phoenicians? Can the ancient
Egyptians usefully be called black? Did the ancient Greeks borrow religion, science, and
philosophy from the Egyptians and Phoenicians? Have scholars i
"Professor Willetts presents the first complete picture of the civilization of Ancient Crete - one
which gives full weight to its origins as well as to its post-Minoan development. He shows the
important influences from the neighbouring regions of Mesopotamia and Egypt, and examines
the island's development from the arrival of the Neolithic farmers during the early Bronze Age,
through the spectacular Minoan civilization of the Bronze Age, down to the Dorian aristocracy
of the Iron Age which ended in the Roman Conquest of the first century B.C."--BOOK JACKET.
Written for high school or beginning undergraduate students, this four-volume reference
valiantly attempts to provide a historical framework for the perhaps overly broad concept of
world trade. Entry topics were selected on trade organizations, influential people, commodities,
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events that affected trade, trade routes, navigation, religion, communic
Classic pictorial history of fashion from around the world depicts costumes over the centuries,
from ancient Egyptians wearing pleated loincloths to well-dressed Parisian ladies of the late
1800s. 57 color plates. 69 black-and-white plates.
Sir Henry Rider Haggard was an English writer of adventure novels set mostly in Africa, and a
founder of the Lost World literary genre. This volume contains two stories of Allan
Quotermain’s series. The Ivory Child is a story of evil spirit, which Allan have to destroy before
it kills every one of the White Kendah People. The Ancient Allan is a gripping novel which
takes us and adventurer Allan Quatermain, back in time. It relates to several exciting
adventures like a lion hunt, wrestling with a crocodile, and a large-scale battle between several
armies.
The book describes current research into all aspects of craftwork in ancient Egypt.
Over 400 images of papyrus, sun god Re, lotus, scarabs, plant scrolls, many other authentic
motifs. Notes. Captions.
'This volume is a massive leap forward over any previous synthesis of the subject and includes
at the very minimum so much information that its academic and scientific value is self evident.
The freshness and profundity of Dumbrill's approach to the subject exceeds anything
attempted before. 'The mythology of ancient Mesopotamia proves readable as tonal allegory
when its numerology is decoded as tuning theory. By the third millennium BC both pentatonic
and heptatonic tunings were quantified throughout the entire 12-tone gamut. Richard Dumbrill
has documented the massive empirical experience with strings and pipes that makes this early
musicalization of the universe believable.' The volume consists in 4 parts with foreword by
Prof. Ernest McClain. The first is about the decipherment, translation and interpretation of the
few theoretical cuneiform texts dating from the Old Babylonian period, about 2000 BC, to Neo
Assyrian up to the mid first millennium BC. Dumbrill undertakes comparative analyses and
criticism of various interpretations having preceded his own and introduces new material. The
second part is about the Hurrian hymns, the earliest music ever written, circa 1400 BC, and are
produced in their integrality. Attempts to the interpretation of Hymn H.6 are compared and
followed by Dumbrill's methodology and interpretation. Each fragment of the collection is
analyzed separately. The part concludes with statistical analyses attempting at the
reconstruction of some Hurrian rules of composition. The third part consists in the organology
with relevant philology and is the largest collection of the Mesopotamian instrumentarium. The
last part is a unique lexicon of all known Mesopotamian terminology, with quotation of texts in
which the philology appears. The book had been previously published under the title of 'The
Musicology and Organology of the Ancient Near East' and now appears under its new title.
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece and Rome is the clearest and most accessible
guide to the world of classical antiquity ever produced. This multivolume reference work is a
comprehensive overview of the major cultures of the classical Mediterranean world--Greek,
Hellenistic, and Roman--from the Bronze Age to the fifth century CE. It also covers the legacy
of the classical world and its interpretation and influence in subsequent centuries. The
Encyclopedia brings the work of the best classical scholars, archaeologists, and historians
together in an easy-to-use format. The articles, written by leading scholars in the field, seek to
convey the significance of the people, places, and historical events of classical antiquity,
together with its intellectual and material culture. Broad overviews of literature, history,
archaeology, art, philosophy, science, and religion are complimented by articles on authors
and their works, literary genres and periods, historical figures and events, archaeologists and
archaeological sites, artists and artistic themes and materials, philosophers and philosophical
schools, scientists and scientific areas, gods, heroes, and myths. Areas covered include: ·
Greek and Latin Literature · Authors and Their Works · Historical Figures and Events · Religion
and Mythology · Art, Artists, Artistic Themes, and Materials · Archaeology, Philosophers, and
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Philosophical Schools · Science and Technology · Politics, Economics, and Society · Material
Culture and Everyday Life
Sixteen essays from the Albright conference held at the Johns Hopkins University charting the
course of ancient Near Eastern studies in the twenty-first century. This landmark volume is
essential reading for both students and scholars.
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