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The rise and fall of the Roman Republic occupies a special place in the history of
Western civilization. From humble beginnings on the seven hills beside the Tiber, the
city of Rome grew to dominate the ancient Mediterranean. Led by her senatorial
aristocracy, Republican armies defeated Carthage and the successor kingdoms of
Alexander the Great, and brought the surrounding peoples to east and west into the
Roman sphere. Yet the triumph of the Republic was also its tragedy. In this Very Short
Introduction, David M. Gwynn provides a fascinating introduction to the history of the
Roman Republic and its literary and material sources, bringing to life the culture and
society of Republican Rome and its ongoing significance within our modern world.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
In 336 BC Alexander the Great became king of Macedon. During his twelve-year reign
he conquered the Achaemenid Persian Empire, the largest to have yet existed, and in
the process had a profound effect on the world he moved through. In this examination
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of his life and career, Hugh Bowden explores his cultural and historical legacy.
Introduces major topics in ancient Greek civilization through the development of eleven
characteristic city states, ranging from prehistoric Cnossos through Byzantion, and
including the future Marseilles as well as Athens and Sparta.
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Classical Greece and its legacy have long inspired a powerful and passionate
fascination. The civilization that bequeathed to later ages drama and democracy,
Homer and heroism, myth and Mycenae and the Delphic Oracle and the Olympic
Games has, perhaps more than any other, helped shape the intellectual contours of the
modern world. P J Rhodes is among the most distinguished historians of antiquity. In
this elegant, zesty new survey he explores the archaic (8th - early 5th centuries BCE),
classical (5th and 4th centuries BCE) and Hellenistic (late 4th - mid-2nd centuries BCE)
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periods up to the beginning of Roman hegemony. His scope is that of the people who
originated on the Greek mainland and Aegean islands who later migrated to the shores
of the Mediterranean and Black Seas, and then (following the conquests of Alexander)
to the Near East and beyond. Exploring topics such as the epic struggle with Persia; the
bitter rivalry of Athens and Sparta; slaves and ethnicity; religion and philosophy; and
literature and the visual arts, this authoritative book will attract students and nonspecialists in equal measure.
The three centuries which followed the conquests of Alexander are perhaps the most
thrilling of all periods of ancient history. This was an age of cultural globalization: in the
third century BC, a single language carried you from the Rhone to the Indus. A Celt
from the lower Danube could serve in the mercenary army of a Macedonian king ruling
in Egypt, and a Greek philosopher from Cyprus could compare the religions of the
Brahmins and the Jews on the basis of first-hand knowledge of both. Kings from Sicily
to Tajikistan struggled to meet the challenges of ruling multi-ethnic states, and Greek
city-states came together under the earliest federal governments known to history. The
scientists of Ptolemaic Alexandria measured the circumference of the earth, while
pioneering Greek Argonauts explored the Indian Ocean and the Atlantic coast of Africa.
Drawing on inscriptions, papyri, coinage, poetry, art, and archaeology, in this Very
Short Introduction Peter Thonemann opens up the history and culture of the vast
Hellenistic world, from the death of Alexander the Great (323 BC) to the Roman
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conquest of the Ptolemaic kingdom (30 BC). ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
This book is a chronological survey of the major writers (or reciters, or performers, or
orators) of Ancient Greece. Part One considers the major genres of ancient Greek
literature: epic, history, drama, satire, lyric, and philosophy. It profiles some of the key
issues and authors of each period, characterizes the literature of each period, and
sprinkles quotes through the whole. Part Two comprises fifteen short essays on
aspects of ancient Greek culture, including language (script and dialects); folklore;
music; dance; mythology; painting; theater; government; military structures; class
structure; gender relations; innovations; trade; and science. Overall, the book will serve
as both reference guide and launchpad for ongoing attention to our Hellenic heritage.
Interest in citizenship has never been higher. But what does it mean to be a citizen in a
modern, complex community? Richard Bellamy approaches the subject of citizenship
from a political perspective and, in clear and accessible language, addresses the
complexities behind this highly topical issue.
William Allan's Very Short Introduction provides a concise and lively guide to the major
authors, genres, and periods of classical literature. Drawing upon a wealth of material,
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he reveals just what makes the 'classics' such masterpieces and why they continue to
influence and fascinate today.
Human beings naturally desire knowledge. But what is knowledge? Is it the same as
having an opinion? Highlighting the major developments in the theory of knowledge
from Ancient Greece to the present day, Jennifer Nagel uses a number of simple
everyday examples to explore the key themes and current debates of epistemology.
The Histories of Herodotus, completed in the second half of the 5th century BC, is
generally regarded as the first work of history and the first great masterpiece of nonfiction writing. Few history books since can compare for sheer drama with Herodotus's
narrative of the Persian invasions of Greece. His accounts of the great battles of
Marathon and Thermopylae, of Salamis and Plataea, retain to this day a matchless epic
quality. More than this, though, The Histories is also the source of much of our
knowledge of the ancient world. Herodotus was an endlessly curious man, and
gathered information about the world around him from as many people and places as
he could investigate. History was only the beginning of his interests. Whether it was the
pyramids of Egypt, the cannabis habit of the Scythians, the flora and fauna of Arabia or
the table dancing of the Athenian aristocracy, he was fascinated by them all. To this
day, phrases derived from The Histories - from 'rich as Croesus' to 'tall poppy
syndrome' - are part of the mental furniture even of those who haven't read him.
Sometimes he is sceptical, and sometimes credulous, but his love of recounting what
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he has learned never ceases. Above all, as Tom Holland says in his introduction,
"Herodotus is the most entertaining of historians. Indeed he is as entertaining as
anyone who has ever written - historian or not." This absorbing new translation, by one
of Britain's most admired young historians, allows all the drama and mysteriousness of
this great book to be fully appreciated by modern readers. The sources of our
information about the world are now more in flux than they have been for generations:
there could be few better moments to read and reflect upon the book which first sought
to organise knowledge. TOM HOLLAND is the author of Rubicon: The Triumph and
Tragedy of the Roman Republic, which won the Hessell-Tiltman Prize for History and
was shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize. Persian Fire, his history of the GraecoPersian wars, won the Anglo-Hellenic League's Runciman Award in 2006. His most
recent book, In the Shadow of the Sword, describes the collapse of Roman and Persian
power in the Near East, and the emergence of Islam. He has adapted Homer,
Herodotus, Thucydides and Virgil for the BBC, and is the presenter of BBC Radio 4's
Making History. In 2007, he was the winner of the Classical Association Prize awarded
to 'the individual who has done most to promote the study of the language, literature
and civilisation of Ancient Greece and Rome'. He served two years as the Chair of the
Society of Authors 2009-11, and is currently on the committee of the Classical
Association. PAUL CARTLEDGE is the inaugural A. G. Leventis Professor of Greek
Culture at the University of Cambridge and President of the Fellowship, Clare College.
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His numerous books include Sparta and Lakonia: A Regional History 1300-362 BC; The
Greeks: A Portrait of Self and Others; The Cambridge Illustrated History of Ancient
Greece (winner of the John D. Criticos Prize); Thermopylae: The Battle That Changed
the World; Ancient Greek Political Thought in Practice; and Ancient Greece. A Very
Short Introduction. He is a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London, holds the
Gold Cross of the Order of Honour (conferred by the President of the Hellenic Republic)
and is an Honorary Citizen of Sparti, Greece.
The contribution of the Ancient Greeks to modern western culture is incalculable. In the
worlds of art, architecture, myth, literature, and philosophy, the world we live in would
be unrecognizably different without the formative influence of Ancient Greek models.
Ancient Greek civilization was defined by the city - in Greek, the polis, from which we
derive 'politics'. It is above all this feature of Greek civilization that has formed its most
enduring legacy, spawning such key terms as aristocracy, oligarchy, tyranny and - last
but by no means least - democracy. This stimulating Very Short Introduction to Ancient
Greece takes the polis as its starting point. Paul Cartledge uses the history of eleven
major Greek cities to illuminate the most important and informative themes in Ancient
Greek history, from the first documented use of the Greek language around 1400 BCE,
through the glories of the Classical and Hellenistic periods, to the foundation of the
Byzantine empire in around CE 330. Covering everything from politics, trade, and travel
to slavery, gender, religion, and philosophy, it provides the ideal concise introduction to
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the history and culture of this remarkable civilization that helped give birth to the world
as we know it. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
This highly original and sophisticated look at architecture helps us to understand the
cultural significance of the buildings that surround us. It avoids the traditional stylespotting approach in favour of giving an idea of what it is about buildings that moves us,
and what it is that makes them important artistically and culturally. The book begins by
looking at how architecture acquires meaning through tradition, and concludes with the
exoticism of the recent avant garde. Illustrations of particular buildings help to anchor
the general points with specific examples, from ancient Egypt to the present day.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
Reexamining the surviving plays of Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, and
Aristophanes, the author discusses acting technique, scenery, the power and range of
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the chorus, the use of theatrical space, and parody in their plays. This edition includes
notes on ancient mime and puppetry and how to read Greek playtexts as scripts.
In this concise historical survey of Ancient Greece, leading authorities on the classical
world offer a lively and up-to-date account of Greek civilization and history in all its
complexity and variety, covering the entire period from the Bronze Age through the
Hellenistic Era, while integrating the most recent research in archaeology, comparative
anthropology, and social history.
Explores the relationship between the contemporary world and the ancient one.

The contribution of the Ancient Greeks to modern western culture is incalculable.
In the worlds of art, architecture, myth, literature, and philosophy, the world we
live in would be unrecognizably different without the formative influence of
Ancient Greek models. Ancient Greek civilization was defined by the city - in
Greek, the polis, from which we derive "politics". It is above all this feature of
Greek civilization that has formed its most enduring legacy, spawning such key
terms asaristocracy, oligarchy, tyranny and - last but by no means least democracy. This stimulating Very Short Introduction to Ancient Greece takes the
polis as its starting point. Paul Cartledge uses the history of eleven major Greek
cities to illuminate the most important and informative themes in Ancient Greek
history, from the first documented use of the Greek language around 1400 BCE,
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through the glories of the Classical and Hellenistic periods, to the foundation of
the Byzantine empire in around CE 330. Covering everything from politics, trade,
and travel to slavery, gender, religion, and philosophy, it provides the ideal
concise introduction to the history and culture of this remarkable civilization that
helped give birth to the world as we know it.
John Farman, the genius (for want of a better word) responsible for the bestselling A VERY BLOODY HISTORY OF BRITAIN (WITHOUT THE BORING
BITS), now tackles all the great periods of history - in less than 10,000 words.
History in a Hurry is so short that there just isn't room for any boring bits! All you
need to know (and a little bit less*) about Ancient Greece. (*Quite a lot less,
actually. Ed.)
A major new history of the violent, protracted conflict between ancient Athens
and Sparta.
A king who would be worshipped as a god... When Xerxes, King of Persia,
crosses the Hellespont at the head of a formidable army, it seems inevitable that
Greece will be crushed beneath its might. But the Greeks are far harder to defeat
than he could ever have imagined. As storms lash the Persian ships, and sinister
omens predict a cruel fate for the expedition, Xerxes strives onward, certain his
enemies will accept him as their king. But as he soon discovers, the Greeks will
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sacrifice anything, even their lives, to keep their liberty...
Presents fundamental philosophical questions as posed by ancient philosophers,
comparing and contrasting modern differences in approach and perspective.
Covering more than four thousand years of ancient history, from the early
Egyptians to the dawn of Byzantium, an illustrated introduction to the
Mediterranean's three major civilizations examines their links and traces their
influence up to the present day. UP.
From Zeus and Europa, to Diana, Pan, and Prometheus, the myths of ancient
Greece and Rome seem to exert a timeless power over us. But what do those
myths represent, and why are they so enduringly fascinating? This imaginative
and stimulating Very Short Introduction goes beyond a simple retelling of the
stories to explore the rich history and diverse interpretations of classical myths in
both high art and popular culture.
Do you think of atheists as immoral pessimists who live their lives without
meaning, purpose, or values? Think again! Atheism: A Very Short Introduction
sets out to dispel the myths that surround atheism and show how a life without
religious belief can be positive, meaningful, and moral.
"This book explores the ways in which ancient society thought about conflict. Many
aspects of ancient warfare are examined from philosophy to the technical skills needed
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to fight"--Provided by publisher.
This volume presents an attempt to argue the role of metals in the history of Greek
society using the widest possible variety of sources: the evidence of ancient writers,
epigraphical material and archaeological data: the excavated remains of workshops
and hoards, archaeometallurgical finds; the results of studies of ancient mines and
analyses of ancient metal objects: bronze plastics and jewelry articles, coins etc. The
main task of this work is to analyse the role of various metals in the context of Greek
economic life, politics, culture and art, to trace the movement of metal from ore to
finished the objects, including works of art, to show the relations between the regions
where metals were extracted and the centres of metalworking, the structure of the
workshops and the connections between them and the role of the workshops in the
economic life at the different stages in Greek history. The chronological frame of the
study is the 8th-1st centuries BC, i.e. from the beginning of the Great period of Greek
colonization till the end of the Hellenistic epoch. The geographical frame of the work is
the Greek oikumere.
Society's attitudes to rhetoric are often very negative. Here, Richard Toye provides an
engaging, historically informed introduction to rhetoric, from Ancient Greece to the
present day. Wide-ranging in its scope, this Very Short Introduction is the essential
starting point for understanding the art of persuasion.
Stoicism is two things: a long past philosophical school of ancient Greece and Rome,
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and an enduring philosophical movement that still inspires people in the twenty-first
century to re-think and re-organize their lives in order to achieve personal satisfaction.
What is the connection between them? This Very Short Introduction provides an
introductory account of Stoic philosophy, and tells the story of how ancient Stoicism
survived and evolved into the movement we see today. Exploring the roots of the
school in the philosophy of fourth century BCE Greece, Brad Inwood examines its basic
history and doctrines and its relationship to the thought of Plato, Aristotle and his
successors, and the Epicureans. Sketching the history of the school's reception in the
western tradition, he argues that, despite the differences between ancient and
contemporary Stoics, there is a common core of philosophical insight that unites the
modern version not just to Seneca, Epictetus, and Marcus Aurelius but also to the
school's original founders, Zeno, Cleanthes, and Chrysippus. Inwood concludes by
considering the place of Stoicism in modern life. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
"Between c. 900-400 BC the Etruscans were the innovative, powerful, wealthy, and
sophisticated elite of Italy. Their archaeological record is both substantial and
fascinating, including tomb paintings, sculpture, jewellery, and art."
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This 'Very Short Introduction to Classics' links a haunting temple on a lonely
mountainside to the glory of ancient Greece and the grandeur of Rome, and to Classics
within modern culture - from Jefferson and Byron to Asterix and Ben-Hur.
In After Thermopylae, Paul Cartledge masterfully reopens one of the great puzzles of
ancient Greece to discover, as much as possible, what happened on the field of battle
and, just as important, what happened to its memory. Part of the answer to these
questions, Cartledge argues, can be found in a little-known oath reputedly sworn by the
leaders of Athens, Sparta, and several other Greek city-states prior to the battle-the
Oath of Plataea. Through an analysis of this oath, Cartledge provides a wealth of
insight into ancient Greek culture. He shows, for example, that when the Athenians and
Spartans were not fighting the Persians they were fighting themselves, including a
propaganda war for control of the memory of Greece's defeat of the Persians. This
helps explain why today we readily remember the Athenian-led victories at Marathon
and Salamis but not Sparta's victory at Plataea. Indeed, the Oath illuminates Greek
anxieties over historical memory and over the Athens-Sparta rivalry, which would erupt
fifty years after Plataea in the Peloponnesian War.
The 2,500 year story of democracy: how it has survived, how it has been practised, and
how it has been imagined, from ancient Greece to the twenty-first century.
Largely excluded from any public role, the women of ancient Greece nonetheless
appear in various guises in the art and writing of the period, and in legal documents.
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These representations, in Sue Blundell's analysis, reveal a great deal about women's
day-to-day experience as well as their legal and economic position - and how they were
regarded by men.
There's so much to digest w hen it comes to History - how do you know where to
begin? These incredible short introductions are just the thing for readers who are
beginning to explore ancient history. Get to know the basics on Ancient Greece from
religious ceremonies to day to day life, with easy-to-digest, humorous text that is
reminiscent of the bestselling Horrible Histories series. James Davies' stunning artwork
and infographics provide a fresh nonfiction approach that is sure to captivate young
readers.
The contribution of the Ancient Greeks to modern western culture is incalculable. In the
worlds of art, architecture, myth, literature, and philosophy, the world we live in would
be unrecognizably different without the formative influence of Ancient Greek models.
Ancient Greek civilization was defined by the city - in Greek, the polis, from which we
derive 'politics'. It is above all this feature of Greek civilization that has formed its most
enduring legacy, spawning such key terms as aristocracy, oligarchy, tyranny and - last
but by no means least - democracy. This highly stimulating introduction to Ancient
Greece takes the polis as its starting point. Paul Cartledge uses the history of eleven
major Greek cities to illuminate the most important and informative themes in Ancient
Greek history, from the first documented use of the Greek language around 1400 BCE,
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through the glories of the Classical and Hellenistic periods, to the foundation of the
Byzantine empire in around CE 330. Covering everything from politics, trade, and travel
to slavery, gender, religion, and philosophy, it provides the ideal concise introduction to
the history and culture of this remarkable civilization that helped give birth to the world
as we know it.
How does the physics we know today - a highly professionalised enterprise, inextricably
linked to government and industry - link back to its origins as a liberal art in Ancient
Greece? What is the path that leads from the old philosophy of nature and its concern
with humankind's place in the universe to modern massive international projects that
hunt down fundamental particles and industrial laboratories that manufacture marvels?
This Very Short Introduction introduces us to Islamic astronomers and mathematicians
calculating the size of the earth whilst their caliphs conquered much of it; to medieval
scholar-theologians investigating light; to Galileo, Copernicus, Kepler, and Newton,
measuring, and trying to explain, the universe. We visit the 'House of Wisdom' in 9thcentury Baghdad; Europe's first universities; the courts of the Renaissance; the
Scientific Revolution and the academies of the 18th century; and the increasingly
specialised world of 20th and 21st century science. Highlighting the shifting relationship
between physics, philosophy, mathematics, and technology - and the implications for
humankind's self-understanding - Heilbron explores the changing place and purpose of
physics in the cultures and societies that have nurtured it over the centuries. ABOUT
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THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Ancient Greece: A Very Short IntroductionOxford University Press
Jennifer Roberts introduces the background and writing of the 5th century Greek thinker
and researcher Herodotus of Halicarnassus, who invented the genre of historical
investigation. She discusses all aspects of his work, including his fascination with his
origins; his travels; his interest in seeing the world; and the recurring themes of his
work.
So much of what we know of the Ancient World comes from Herodotus (c.490 BC c.420 BC) that he will always remain the greatest of historians. But in addition such a
large part of the entertainment value of the Ancient World comes from his enormous,
omnivorous, sometimes credulous appetite for stories of distant lands and strange
creatures. Great Journeys allows readers to travel both around the planet and back
through the centuries – but also back into ideas and worlds frightening, ruthless and
cruel in different ways from our own. Few reading experiences can begin to match that
of engaging with writers who saw astounding things: Great civilisations, walls of ice,
violent and implacable jungles, deserts and mountains, multitudes of birds and flowers
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new to science. Reading these books is to see the world afresh, to rediscover a time
when many cultures were quite strange to each other, where legends and stories were
treated as facts and in which so much was still to be discovered.
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