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Combining mastery of existing scholarship with a fresh approach to new material,
Born in the Country continues to define the field of American rural history.
American ExodusThe Dust Bowl Migration and Okie Culture in CaliforniaOxford
University Press, USA
Fifty years ago, John Steinbeck's now classic novel, The Grapes of Wrath,
captured the epic story of an Oklahoma farm family driven west to California by
dust storms, drought, and economic hardship. It was a story that generations of
Americans have also come to know through Dorothea Lange's unforgettable
photos of migrant families struggling to make a living in Depression-torn
California. Now in James N. Gregory's pathbreaking American Exodus, there is at
last an historical study that moves beyond the fiction and the photographs to
uncover the full meaning of these events. American Exodus takes us back to the
Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s and the war boom influx of the 1940s to explore
the experiences of the more than one million Oklahomans, Arkansans, Texans,
and Missourians who sought opportunities in California. Gregory reaches into the
migrants' lives to reveal not only their economic trials but also their impact on
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California's culture and society. He traces the development of an "Okie
subculture" that over the years has grown into an essential element in California's
cultural landscape. The consequences, however, reach far beyond California.
The Dust Bowl migration was part of a larger heartland diaspora that has sent
millions of Southerners and rural Midwesterners to the nation's northern and
western industrial perimeter. American Exodus is the first book to examine the
cultural implications of that massive 20th-century population shift. In this rich
account of the experiences and impact of these migrant heartlanders, Gregory
fills an important gap in recent American social history.
On October 24, 1929, America met the greatest economic devastation it had ever
known. In this first installment of his Pulitzer Prize-winning Freedom from Fear,
Kennedy tells how America endured, and eventually prevailed, in the face of that
unprecedented calamity. Kennedy vividly demonstrates that the economic crisis
of the 1930s was more than a reaction to the excesses of the 1920s. For more
than a century before the Crash, America's unbridled industrial revolution had
gyrated through repeated boom and bust cycles, consuming capital and inflicting
misery on city and countryside alike. Nor was the alleged prosperity of the 1920s
as uniformly shared as legend portrays. Countless Americans eked out
threadbare lives on the margins of national life. Roosevelt's New Deal wrenched
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opportunity from the trauma of the 1930s and created a lasting legacy of
economic and social reform, but it was afflicted with shortcomings and
contradictions as well. With an even hand Kennedy details the New Deal's
problems and defeats, as well as its achievements. He also sheds fresh light on
its incandescent but enigmatic author, Franklin D. Roosevelt. Marshalling
unforgettable narratives that feature prominent leaders as well as lesser-known
citizens, The American People in the Great Depression tells the story of a
resilient nation finding courage in an unrelenting storm.
This ten-volume encyclopedia explores the social history of 20th-century America
in rich, authoritative detail, decade by decade, through the eyes of its everyday
citizens. • Entries covering the lives and contributions of ordinary citizens, social
movements, religion, culture, the arts, economic and labor issues, and other
aspects of American life across the 20th century • Contributions by accomplished
researchers in the field of American social history • Sidebars providing additional
emphasis on important issues and less well-known personalities • Detailed
timelines for every decade, incorporating famous events with pivotal moments
that changed the lives of everyday citizens • A thematically organized index for
each of the encyclopedia's ten volumes
As temperatures rise, declines in agricultural production and freshwater supply
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will diminish US carrying capacity by 2/3, and rising sea levels will impact the
country's most densely populated regions. A frightening survey of what's to
come, American Exodus argues that mankind can survive the coming century of
climate chaos if we act quickly to preserve our shelter of last resort.
The 1930s exodus of "Okies" dispossessed by repeated droughts and failed crop
prices was a relatively brief interlude in the history of migrant agricultural labor.
Yet it attracted wide attention through the publication of John Steinbeck's The
Grapes of Wrath (1939) and the images of Farm Security Administration
photographers such as Dorothea Lange and Arthur Rothstein. Ironically, their
work risked sublimating the subjects—real people and actual experience—into
aesthetic artifacts, icons of suffering, deprivation, and despair. Working for the
Farm Security Administration in California's migrant labor camps in 1938-39,
Sanora Babb, a young journalist and short story writer, together with her sister
Dorothy, a gifted amateur photographer, entered the intimacy of the
dispossessed farmers' lives as insiders, evidenced in the immediacy and
accuracy of their writings and photos. Born in Oklahoma and raised on a dryland
farm, the Babb sisters had unparalleled access to the day-by-day harsh reality of
field labor and family life. This book presents a vivid, firsthand account of the
Dust Bowl refugees, the migrant labor camps, and the growth of labor activism
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among Anglo and Mexican farm workers in California's agricultural valleys linked
by the "Dirty Plate Trail" (Highway 99). It draws upon the detailed field notes that
Sanora Babb wrote while in the camps, as well as on published articles and short
stories about the migrant workers and an excerpt from her Dust Bowl novel,
Whose Names Are Unknown. Like Sanora's writing, Dorothy's photos reveal an
unmediated, personal encounter with the migrants, portraying the social and
emotional realities of their actual living and working conditions, together with their
efforts to organize and to seek temporary recreation. An authority in workingclass literature and history, volume editor Douglas Wixson places the Babb
sisters' work in relevant historical and social-political contexts, examining their
role in reconfiguring the Dust Bowl exodus as a site of memory in the national
consciousness. Focusing on the material conditions of everyday existence
among the Dust Bowl refugees, the words and images of these two perceptive
young women clearly show that, contrary to stereotype, the "Okies" were a widely
diverse people, including not only Steinbeck's sharecropper "Joads" but also
literate, independent farmers who, in the democracy of the FSA camps, found
effective ways to rebuild lives and create communities.
A profound reinterpretation of both the Dust Bowl on the U.S. southern plains and
its relevance for today The 1930s witnessed a harrowing social and ecological
Page 5/19

Bookmark File PDF American Exodus The Dust Bowl Migration And Okie
Culture In California
disaster, defined by the severe nexus of drought, erosion, and economic
depression that ravaged the U.S. southern plains. Known as the Dust Bowl, this
crisis has become a major referent of the climate change era, and has long
served as a warning of the dire consequences of unchecked environmental
despoliation. Through innovative research and a fresh theoretical lens, Hannah
Holleman reexamines the global socioecological and economic forces of settler
colonialism and imperialism precipitating this disaster, explaining critical
antecedents to the acceleration of ecological degradation in our time. Holleman
draws lessons from this period that point a way forward for environmental politics
as we confront the growing global crises of climate change, freshwater scarcity,
extreme energy, and soil degradation.
Voices from those who lived through the largest environmental catastrophe in
American history. From 1931 to 1940, a combination of drought and soil erosion
destroyed the fragile ecology and economy of the Great Plains. Evocative
illustrations accompany poignant testimonies, including those of a farmer's wife, a
banker, and a child who had never seen rain, to provide an emotionally charged
account.
Includes information on Grapes of Wrath (play), Of Mice and Men (score), Of
Mice and Men (film), Of Mice and Men (musical), Of Mice and Men (play), The
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Red Pony (score), etc.
Did the New Deal represent the true American way or was it an aberration that
would last only until the old order could reassert itself? This original and
thoughtful study tells the story of the New Deal, explains its origins, and assesses
its legacy. Alan Lawson explores how the circumstances of the Great Depression
and the distinctive leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt combined to bring about
unprecedented economic and policy reform. Challenging conventional wisdom,
he argues that the New Deal was not an improvised response to an unexpected
crisis, but the realization of a unique opportunity to put into practice Roosevelt’s
long-developed progressive thought. Lawson focuses on where the impetus and
plans for the New Deal originated, how Roosevelt and those closest to him
sought to fashion a cooperative commonwealth, and what happened when the
impulse for collective unity was thwarted. He describes the impact of the Great
Depression on the prevailing system and traces the fortunes of several major
social sectors as the drive to create a cohesive plan for reconstruction unfolded.
He continues the story of these main sectors through the last half of the 1930s
and traces their legacy down to the present as crucial challenges to the New
Deal have arisen. Drawing from a wide variety of scholarly texts, records of the
Roosevelt administration, Depression-era newspapers and periodicals, and
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biographies and reflections of the New Dealers, Lawson offers a comprehensive
conceptual base for a crucial aspect of American history.
Provides a look at two major events in American history--the Great Depression of
1929 and the Dust Bowl and its associated migration in the late 1930s--and the
effects they had on the country throughout time with regard to social programs
and domestic policies.
"No other single work provides such deft analysis of and fresh insight into the
works of Dorothea Lange, John Steinbeck, John Ford, and Woody Guthrie in
relation to the Dust Bowl migration". -- R. Douglas Hurt, author of The Dust Bowl.
"Thanks to this fine study, the full story of the dialogue between the American
people and the most conspicuous victims of the Great Depression stands
revealed in all its power and importance". -- Kevin Starr, author of Endangered
Dreams: The Great Depression in California.
Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migrations of Black and White Southerners
Transformed America
With a land mass one and half times larger than the United Kingdom, a
population of more than thirty million, and an economy that would rank sixth
among world nations, the history of the state of California demands a closer look.
The Human Tradition in California captures the region's rich history and diversity,
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taking readers into the daily lives of ordinary Californians at key moments in time.
These brief biographies show how individual people and communities have
influenced the broad social, cultural, political and economic forces that have
shaped California history from the pre-mission period through the late-twentieth
century. In personalizing California's history, this engaging new book brings the
Golden State to life. About the Editors Clark Davis has written extensively about
California and its colorful history. His work has appeared in the Los Angeles
Times and Pacific Historical Review. He is a professor of history at California
State University, Fullerton. David Igler is a long-time historian of California history
and culture. He has presented for the Western Historical Association, the Pacific
Coast Branch of the American Historical Association, and the California Studies
Association. Dr. Igler is professor of history at the University of Utah.
"Douglas Sackman peels an orange and finds inside nothing less than an
American agricultural-industrial culture in all its inventive, exploitative,
transformative, and destructive power. A beautifully researched and intellectually
expansive book."—Elliott West, author of The Contested Plains: Indians,
Goldseekers, & the Rush to Colorado
This book examines Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Miles Davis as distinctively
global symbols of threatening and nonthreatening black masculinity. It centers them in
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debates over U.S. cultural exceptionalism, noting how they have been part of the
definition of jazz as a jingoistic and exclusively American form of popular culture.
Though notorious for its polluted air today, the city of Los Angeles once touted itself as
a health resort. After the arrival of the transcontinental railroad in 1876, publicists
launched a campaign to portray the city as the promised land, circulating countless
stories of miraculous cures for the sick and debilitated. As more and more migrants
poured in, however, a gap emerged between the city’s glittering image and its dark
reality. Emily K. Abel shows how the association of the disease with “tramps” during
the 1880s and 1890s and Dust Bowl refugees during the 1930s provoked exclusionary
measures against both groups. In addition, public health officials sought not only to
restrict the entry of Mexicans (the majority of immigrants) during the 1920s but also to
expel them during the 1930s. Abel’s revealing account provides a critical lens through
which to view both the contemporary debate about immigration and the U.S. response
to the emergent global tuberculosis epidemic.
Entries address people, terms, and concepts that help to define social class in America,
exploring how perception of class has changed over the years and how class is
addressed in politics and contemporary culture.
American History through Hollywood Film offers a new perspective on major issues in
American history from the 1770s to the end of the twentieth century and explores how
they have been represented in film. Melvyn Stokes examines how and why
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representation has changed over time, looking at the origins, underlying assumptions,
production, and reception of an important cross-section of historical films. Chapters
deal with key events in American history including the American Revolution, the Civil
War and its legacy, the Great Depression, and the anti-communism of the Cold War
era. Major themes such as ethnicity, slavery, Native Americans and Jewish immigrants
are covered and a final chapter looks at the way the 1960s and 70s have been dealt
with by Hollywood. This book is essential reading for anyone studying American history
and the relationship between history and film.
"This book is a historical case study of the 1930s and 1940s in the United States. It is
about how the federal government treated laborers during the Great Depression. In
particular, it looks at the successful program of migrant labor camps; the program was
created by the Farm Security Administration"-"Proud to be an Okie is a fresh, well-researched, wonderfully insightful, and imaginative
book. Throughout, La Chapelle's keen attention to shifting geographies and urban and
suburban spaces is one of the work's real strengths. Another strength is the book's
focus on dress, ethnicity, and the manufacturing of style. When all of these angles and
insights are pulled together, La Chapelle delivers a fascinating rendering of Okie life
and American culture."—Bryant Simon, author of Boardwalk of Dreams: Atlantic City and
the Fate of Urban America
"This volume delivers a concise, clear round-up of American history starting from
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America's colonial era to current days of political disagreements and social uncertainty.
Covering central themes and events of American history, Masur evaluates the
contested meanings of the American dream and questions its viability"-Between 1900 and the 1970s, twenty million southerners migrated north and west.
Weaving together for the first time the histories of these black and white migrants,
James Gregory traces their paths and experiences in a comprehensive new study that
demonstrates how this regional diaspora reshaped America by "southernizing"
communities and transforming important cultural and political institutions. Challenging
the image of the migrants as helpless and poor, Gregory shows how both black and
white southerners used their new surroundings to become agents of change.
Combining personal stories with cultural, political, and demographic analysis, he argues
that the migrants helped create both the modern civil rights movement and modern
conservatism. They spurred changes in American religion, notably modern evangelical
Protestantism, and in popular culture, including the development of blues, jazz, and
country music. In a sweeping account that pioneers new understandings of the impact
of mass migrations, Gregory recasts the history of twentieth-century America. He
demonstrates that the southern diaspora was crucial to transformations in the
relationship between American regions, in the politics of race and class, and in the roles
of religion, the media, and culture.

This “riveting” companion to the PBS documentary “clarifies our understanding
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of the ‘worst manmade ecological disaster in American history’” (Booklist). In
this riveting chronicle, Dayton Duncan and Ken Burns capture the profound
drama of the American Dust Bowl of the 1930s. Terrifying photographs of milehigh dust storms, along with firsthand accounts by more than two dozen
eyewitnesses, bring to life this heart-wrenching catastrophe, when a combination
of drought, wind, and poor farming practices turned millions of acres of the Great
Plains into a wasteland, killing crops and livestock, threatening the lives of small
children, burying homesteaders’ hopes under huge dunes of dirt—and setting in
motion a mass migration the likes of which the nation had never seen. Burns and
Duncan collected more than three hundred mesmerizing photographs, some
never before published, scoured private letters, government reports, and
newspaper articles, and conducted in-depth interviews to produce a document
that may likely be the last recorded testimony of the generation who lived through
this defining decade.
A combination of the scholarship of historians, and work in ethnology, gender
study, geography, literature, religion, anthropology, and sociology.
This revealing book synthesizes research from many fields to offer the first
complete history of the roles played by weather and climate in American life from
colonial times to the present. Author William B. Meyer characterizes weather
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events as neutral phenomena that are inherently neither hazards nor resources,
but can become either depending on the activities with which they interact. Meyer
documents the ways in which different kinds of weather throughout history have
represented hazards and resources not only for such exposed outdoor pursuits
as agriculture, warfare, transportation, construction, and recreation, but for other
realms of life ranging from manufacturing to migration to human health. He points
out that while the weather and climate by themselves have never determined the
course of human events, their significance as been continuously altered for better
and for worse by the evolution of American life.
This book provides a unique, thorough, and indispensable resource for anyone
investigating the causes and consequences of the Dust Bowl. • Provides readers
easy access to important public documents located in the National Archives that
discuss the causes and consequences of the Dust Bowl • Discusses major soil
conservation programs and techniques to protect and restore the grass and
wheat lands • Indicates the importance of government planning and financial
support in American agriculture • Explains why farmers in the southern Great
Plains farm with terraces, contour plowing, strip cropping, and rough tillage
practices for planting wheat, grain sorghum, and grass • Traces the origin and
development of the National Grasslands • Includes the reasons for planting the
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shelterbelts, which can still be seen in the region today
“Texas is not a place, it is a commotion!” exclaimed one early visitor to the state,
underscoring the mobility and “get-ahead” spirit that have always characterized
Texas and its people. In these thought-provoking essays, Howard R. Lamar looks
specifically at the “crossings” that have characterized Texas history to see what
effect these migrations to and through Texas have had on Texas, the Southwest,
and links between Texas and California. Originally presented in 1986 at the
University of Texas at Austin as the first George W. Littlefield Lectures in
American History, these essays explore a previously neglected aspect of the
western story: the influence of Texans—and other Southerners—on the character
and history of the southwestern states. Lamar discusses the many efforts to
establish overland trails, and later railroads, to California and how those efforts
were fueled by the gold rush era of 1849–1850. He traces the influence of
immigrant Texans and the flourishing southern community in California,
particularly during the Civil War years. He follows the twentieth-century migration
of “Okies,” whose desire to settle and resume their agricultural lifeways clashed
with Californians’ preference for migrant workers. And he reveals how the
discovery of oil, not only in Texas but also in California, western Canada, and
Alaska, continues to link these regions. Texas has always been a place that
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people pass through, going either east-west or north-south. Texas Crossings
explains what brought the people to Texas and what they carried away with them
to California and the West.
In the mid 1930s, North America's Great Plains faced one of the worst man-made
environmental disasters in world history. Donald Worster's classic chronicle of the
devastating years between 1929 and 1939 tells the story of the Dust Bowl in
ecological as well as human terms. Now, twenty-five years after his book helped
to define the new field of environmental history, Worster shares his more recent
thoughts on the subject of the land and how humans interact with it. In a new
afterword, he links the Dust Bowl to current political, economic and ecological
issues--including the American livestock industry's exploitation of the Great
Plains, and the on-going problem of desertification, which has now become a
global phenomenon. He reflects on the state of the plains today and the threat of
a new dustbowl. He outlines some solutions that have been proposed, such as
"the Buffalo Commons," where deer, antelope, bison and elk would once more
roam freely, and suggests that we may yet witness a Great Plains where native
flora and fauna flourish while applied ecologists show farmers how to raise food
on land modeled after the natural prairies that once existed.
In this book, different subjects are discussed related with women issues which is
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prepared with the cooperation of academicians and the practitioners from
different countries. The chapters are mainly generated from the view of human
rights principles on women and offers the theories, besides the practices from
several countries within the discussion of the experts from different aspects. This
study will contribute to the academic world, as it brings various perspectives to
the women issues in national and international level. The book consists of six
parts; Women and Law, Women in Economy, Women and Society, Women and
Health, Women and Media, Women in Science and Education.
Chronicles the history of the American West during the twentieth century, tracing
economical, political, social, and cultural developments in the region from 1900 to
the turn of the twenty-first century, in an updated edition that includes new
sections that explore the roles of ethnic groups in the new West, urban
developments, western women, and events since the mid-1980s. Original.
"A good organizer is a social arsonist who goes around setting people on fire."—Fred Ross
Raised by conservative parents who hoped he would “stay with his own kind,” Fred Ross
instead became one of the most influential community organizers in American history. His
activism began alongside Dust Bowl migrants, where he managed the same labor camp that
inspired John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath. During World War II, Ross worked for the
release of interned Japanese Americans, and after the war, he dedicated his life to building the
political power of Latinos across California. Labor organizing in this country was forever
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changed when Ross knocked on the door of a young Cesar Chavez and encouraged him to
become an organizer. Until now there has been no biography of Fred Ross, a man who
believed a good organizer was supposed to fade into the crowd as others stepped forward. In
America’s Social Arsonist, Gabriel Thompson provides a full picture of this complicated and
driven man, recovering a forgotten chapter of American history and providing vital lessons for
organizers today.
This 2007 book combines political with environmental history to present conservation policy as
a critical arm of New Deal reform, one that embodied the promises and limits of midcentury
American liberalism. It interprets the natural resource programs of the 1930s and 1940s as a
set of federal strategies aimed at rehabilitating the economies of agricultural areas. The New
Dealers believed that the country as a whole would remain mired in depression as long as its
farmers remained poorer than its urban residents, and these politicians and policymakers set
out to rebuild rural life and raise rural incomes with measures tied directly to conservation
objectives - land retirement, soil restoration, flood control, and affordable electricity for homes
and industries. In building new constituencies for the environmental initiatives, resource
administrators and their liberal allies established the political justification for an enlarged
federal government and created the institutions that shaped the contemporary rural landscape.
"Workin' Man Blues is possibly the most brilliantly astute and thorough examination ever
written about country music in California and the impact it has had in our lives and on our
culture. I'm extremely flattered to be even mentioned in such august company."—Dwight
Yoakam, Singer, Songwriter "With all the pathos of a Rose Maddox ballad and more edges
than a Merle Haggard song, Haslam has spun together the stories of the artists who have
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made California part of country music and country music part of California."—James Gregory,
author of American Exodus: The Dust Bowl Migration and Okie Culture in California "This book
clears new ground in both the history of music and American ethnicity. As gorgeously detailed
as any shirt worn by a Rhinestone Cowboy, there's no other book like it."—Kevin Starr, State
Librarian of California
Ben shu tong guo jiang shu pin ku nong min qiao de yi jia cong feng sha mi man de e ke la he
ma zhou ping yuan liu luo dao fu shu de jia li fu ni ya zhou gu di de guo cheng zhong mian dui
wu chu bu zai de sheng cun wei ji,Li jin jian xin reng tao bu guo jia ting po sui de bei can ming
yun de gu shi,Tou che di zhan xian le mei guo li shi shang nei yi duan ling ren wu fa wang huai
de te shu shi qi.
"3 story paths, 53 choices, 19 endings"--Cover.
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