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The weak utopian vision of American literature and film of the long 1950s is shown in relation to the rise of late capitalism and
postmodernism.
Bringing together original essays by ten respected scholars in the field, American Cinema of the 1950s explores the impact of the cultural
environment of this decade on film, and the impact of film on the American cultural milieu. Contributors examine the signature films of the
decade, including From Here to Eternity, Sunset Blvd., Singin' in the Rain, Shane, Rear Window, and Rebel Without a Cause, as well as
lesser-known but equally compelling films, such as Dial 1119, Mystery Street, Suddenly, Summer Stock, The Last Hunt, and many others.
?Pub Inc This thesis is an attempt to explore the ways in which television, as a communications medium, has functioned as a cultural form in
America and how it has operated to produce and maintain an ever-evolving and culturally specific hegemonic discourse. Utilizing a historical
and materialist approach, the paper discusses television's role as a socializing force in the context of the Gramscian concept of hegemony
and the cultural studies tradition. The paper moves from the postwar American culture of the 1950's to the greatly differing 1970's to highlight
how television operates within a hegemonic framework and how this framework was both developed and maintained. What can be gained
through reading this thesis is a better understanding of the specific way that the hegemonic discourse of television functions to focus public
attention and respond to it at the same time. Furthermore, this thesis offers the reader a thorough history of television in America.
Presents information on the literature published and popular in the 1950s, provided by Al Filries. Highlights research tools for studying the
1950s and links to resources on the Cold War.
Americans in the 1950s faced the challenge of negotiating the new medium's place in the home and in American culture in general. Using the
American Protestant experience of the introduction of television, Rosenthal illustrates the importance of the interplay between a new medium
and its users.
Focusing on portrayals of Mussolini's Italy, Hitler's Germany, and Stalin's Russia in U.S. films, magazine and newspaper articles, books,
plays, speeches, and other texts, Benjamin Alpers traces changing American understandings of dictatorship from the la
The 1950s television game show was a cultural touchstone, reflecting the zeitgeist of a flourishing modern nation. The author explores the
iconography of the mid-20th century U.S. in the context of TV watching, game playing and prize winning. The scandals that marred the
genre's reputation are revisited, highlighting American's propensity for both gullibility and winking cynicism.
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"Ingenious. . . . Lhamon's brief analysis of mid-fifties rock 'n' roll is one of the best in print."--"New England Quarterly."
"The oxymoron 'deliberate speed' is a fitting title for this superb book about America in transition."--P.I. Rose, "Choice."
This volume presents a nuanced look at an often romanticized yet surprisingly complex time in American popular culture.
&ltI>Cold War Narratives reveals the power that representations, understood as both cultural production and public
discourse, have held in shaping the imaginaries of early Cold War America. By engaging conflicting accounts of the
1950s as either affirmations of a prosperous and confident nation (in TV shows, popular sociology, and advertising) or as
critiques of a society in the throes of fear, rebelliousness, and inequality (in film, literature, and media), this study sheds
new light on the ambivalent imaginaries of the American 1950s.&ltBR> Pitting visions of the Red Scare and of nuclear
proliferation against narratives of an upbeat nation, eager to suburbanize and to adopt the new ethics of televised
consensus, &ltI>Cold War Narratives illustrates how America's leading metaphors of conformity shaped problematic
gender roles, domesticity and consumption in the 1950s. It also exposes how dissenting voices to the Cold War
consensus converged around the affirmation of specific identitarian discourses, especially highlighting the agency of
youth and of the rising civil rights movement, and the way in which these two entered into unprecedented dialog through
new discursive formations such as beat culture and rock 'n' roll.
From the late 1940s through the JFK years, America was the home office of literary innovation. Writers forged new styles
with the rapidly changing times, and generated new ideas that fit the challenges of late modernity. Beyond the Gray
Flannel Suit shows how particular landmark books took on the hot-button subjects of the 1950s: race and religious
difference; social class and the suburbs; the youth culture; conformity and groupthink; and much else.
American Culture in the 1950sTwentieth-Century American Cul
A narrative tour de force that combines wide-ranging scholarship with captivating prose, Kevin Starr's acclaimed multiPage 1/4
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volume Americans and the California Dream is an unparalleled work of cultural history. In this volume, Starr covers the
crucial postwar period--1950 to 1963--when the California we know today first burst into prominence. Starr brilliantly
illuminates the dominant economic, social, and cultural forces in California in these pivotal years. In a powerful blend of
telling events, colorful personalities, and insightful analyses, Starr examines such issues as the overnight creation of the
postwar California suburb, the rise of Los Angeles as Super City, the reluctant emergence of San Diego as one of the
largest cities in the nation, and the decline of political centrism. He explores the Silent Generation and the emergent
Boomer youth cult, the Beats and the Hollywood "Rat Pack," the pervasive influence of Zen Buddhism and other Asian
traditions in art and design, the rise of the University of California and the emergence of California itself as a utopia of
higher education, the cooling of West Coast jazz, freeway and water projects of heroic magnitude, outdoor life and the
beginnings of the environmental movement. More broadly, he shows how California not only became the most populous
state in the Union, but in fact evolved into a mega-state en route to becoming the global commonwealth it is today.
Golden Dreams continues an epic series that has been widely recognized for its signal contribution to the history of
American culture in California. It is a book that transcends its stated subject to offer a wealth of insight into the growth of
the Sun Belt and the West and indeed the dramatic transformation of America itself in these pivotal years following the
Second World War. This is the seventh volume in Kevin Starr's widely acclaimed and monumental history of CaliforniaAmericans and the California Dream. It covers the crucial postwar period-1950 to 1963-when much of what has become
California as we know it today was brought into existence. As in previous volumes, Starr brilliantly illuminates the
dominant economic, social, and cultural forces in California in these years. Among the topics discussed are the
suburbanization of California, with emphasis on the San Fernando Valley, Orange County, the San Francisco Peninsula,
and Marin County; life style and the novels that reflected it; the rise of San Diego; the "Golden Age of San Francisco,"
with its cultural roots and influential minorities; Los Angeles, the Chandlers, the Music Center, the Dodgers, and its
special lifestyle; defense industries; Cold War "think tanks," Palo Alto and the creation of the transistor and later the
computer industry; the new California "Multiversity" and its director, Clark Kerr; public works, with special emphasis on
the burgeoning of freeways; and cultural events and happenings, including jazz, the "Beats," the Hollywood "rat pack"
(Sinatra and friends) and the flowering of Palm Springs, youth culture, and "Zen California."
The evolution of American spirituality over the past fifty years is the subject of Robert Wuthnow's engrossing new book. Wuthnow
uses in-depth interviews and a broad range of resource materials to show how Americans, from teenagers to senior citizens,
define their spiritual journeys. His findings are a telling reflection of the changes in beliefs and lifestyles that have occurred
throughout the United States in recent decades. Wuthnow reconstructs the social and cultural reasons for an emphasis on a
spirituality of dwelling (houses of worship, denominations, neighborhoods) during the 1950s. Then in the 1960s a spirituality of
seeking began to emerge, leading individuals to go beyond established religious institutions. In subsequent chapters Wuthnow
examines attempts to reassert spiritual discipline, encounters with the sacred (such as angels and near-death experiences), and
the development of the "inner self." His final chapter discusses a spirituality of practice, an alternative for people who are
uncomfortable within a single religious community and who want more than a spirituality of endless seeking. The diversity of
contemporary American spirituality comes through in the voices of the interviewees. Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus,
and Native Americans are included, as are followers of occult practices, New Age religions, and other eclectic groups. Wuthnow
also notes how politicized spirituality, evangelical movements, and resources such as Twelve-Step programs and mental health
therapy influence definitions of religious life today. Wuthnow's landmark book, The Restructuring of American Religion (1988),
documented the changes in institutional religion in the United States; now After Heaven explains the changes in personal
spirituality that have come to shape our religious life. Moreover, it is a compelling and insightful guide to understanding American
culture at century's end.
All That Hollywood Allows explores the representation of gender in popular Hollywood melodramas of the 1950s, the last decade
in which film enjoyed a pivotal cultural position. Both a work of feminist film criticism and theory and an analysis of popular culture,
this provocative book examines from a cultural studies perspective the top-grossing film melodramas of that decade, including A
Streetcar Named Desire, From Here to Eternity, East of Eden, Imitation of Life, and Picnic. Stereotypically viewed as a complacent
and idyllic time, the 1950s were actually a period of dislocation and great social change as Americans struggled to regain their
equilibrium in the wake of World War II. Jackie Byars argues that mass-media texts of the period, especially films, provide
evidence of society's consuming preoccupation with the domestic sphere -- the nuclear family and its values. The melodramas
included in her study appeared in theaters just as women were leaving their homes for the workplace. Some films challenged and
some reinforced previously sacrosanct gender roles. Byars shows how Hollywood melodramas participated in, interpreted, and
extended societal debates concerning family structure, sexual divisions of labor, and gender roles. Byars's readings of these films
assess a variety of critical methodologies and approaches to textual analysis, some central to feminist film studies and some that
previously have been bypassed by scholars in the field. She specifically questions the validity of readings grounded solely on the
premises of psychoanalysis, arguing that the male norm inherent in the psychoanalytic viewpoint may well prevent us from
hearing, let alone understanding, the female voices that make their way into the most patriarchal of films. Byars thus critiques
earlier approaches to the study of women's films and offers fresh readings, emphasizing from several important perspectives the
suppressed female voice.
???????????,?????????????????????????,????????????????????????????
This book questions widespread assumptions about the culture of postwar America. Illuminating the origins and development of
the many threads that constituted American culture during the Cold War, the contributors challenge the existence of a monolithic
culture during the 1950s and thereafter. They demonstrate instead that there was more to American society than conformity,
political conservatism, consumerism, and middle-class values. They explore the multitude of ways in which Americans
experienced the Cold War, reflecting profound differences among generations, genders, races, and classes. By examining popular
culture, politics, economics, gender relations, and civil rights, the contributors contend that, while there was little fundamentally
new about American culture in the Cold War era, the Cold War shaped and distorted virtually every aspect of American life.
Interacting with long-term historical trends related to demographics, technological change, and economic cycles, four new
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elements dramatically influenced American politics and culture, the threat of nuclear annihilation, the use of surrogate and covert
warfare, the intensification of anticommunist ideology, and the rise of a powerful military-industrial complex.
Dictators, Democracy, and American Public Culture: Envisioning the Totalitarian Enemy, 1920s-1950s
In the second half of the twentieth century Dominicans became New York City's largest, and poorest, new immigrant group. They
toiled in garment factories and small groceries, and as taxi drivers, janitors, hospital workers, and nannies. By 1990, one of every
ten Dominicans lived in New York. A Tale of Two Cities tells the fascinating story of this emblematic migration from Latin America
to the United States. Jesse Hoffnung-Garskof chronicles not only how New York itself was forever transformed by Dominican
settlement but also how Dominicans' lives in New York profoundly affected life in the Dominican Republic. A Tale of Two Cities is
unique in offering a simultaneous, richly detailed social and cultural history of two cities bound intimately by migration. It explores
how the history of burgeoning shantytowns in Santo Domingo--the capital of a rural country that had endured a century of intense
U.S. intervention and was in the throes of a fitful modernization--evolved in an uneven dialogue with the culture and politics of New
York's Dominican ethnic enclaves, and vice versa. In doing so it offers a new window on the lopsided history of U.S.-Latin
American relations. What emerges is a unique fusion of Caribbean, Latin American, and U.S. history that very much reflects the
complex global world we live in today.
?????????????????????,?????19???????????????????20?????????????????,??????????????????????????????
The figure of the rebel of the 1950s shaped the imagination of the American post-war generation. Yet the notoriety of the rebel resides
uneasily beside that of the conformist, ironically one of the other central figures of the decade. This collection of essays, which originated at
an international conference in Trier, Germany, in 2005, sets out to explain the multiple representations of rebellion and affirmation in 1950s
American culture. It explores the ways in which rebellion was 'contained' and also disruptive during this pivotal decade of American
ascendance on the global scene. In a series of essays written by prominent American Studies scholars in the United States and Germany,
the collection explores the meaning of rebellion in the 1950s and its role in shaping theological, literary and cultural discourses.
This book provides a stimulating account of the dominant cultural forms of 1950s America: fiction and poetry; theatre and performance; film
and television; music and radio; and the visual arts. Through detailed commentary and focused case studies of influential texts and events from Invisible Man to West Side Story, from Disneyland to the Seattle World's Fair, from Rear Window to The Americans - the book examines
the way in which modernism and the cold war offer two frames of reference for understanding the trajectory of postwar culture. The two core
aims of this volume are to chart the changing complexion of American culture in the years following World War II and to provide readers with
a critical investigation of 'the 1950s'. The book provides an intellectual context for approaching 1950s American culture and considers the
historical impact of the decade on recent social and cultural developments.
This book provides a stimulating account of the dominant cultural forms of 1950s America: fiction and poetry; theatre and performance; film
and television; music and radio; and the visual arts. Through detailed commentary and focused case studies of influential texts and events from Invisible Man to West Side Story, from Disneyland to the Seattle World's Fair, from Rear Window to The Americans - the book examines
the way in which modernism and the cold war offer two frames of reference for understanding the trajectory of postwar culture. The two core
aims of this volume are to chart the changing complexion of American culture in the years following World War II and to provide readers with
a critical investigation of 'the 1950s'. The book provides an intellectual context for approaching 1950s American culture and considers the
historical impact of the decade on recent social and cultural developments. Key Features: * Focused case studies featuring key texts, genres,
writers, artists and cultural trends* Chronology of 1950s American Culture* Bibliographies for each chapter* over twenty illustrations
The postwar period in America witnessed a tremendous consumer boom that introduced thousands of new items into the mass market. The
contributors to Containing America challenge our conceptions of Cold War culture by examining a range of such products - clothes, food,
television, magazines, radio, and other forms of entertainment - in order to shed light on how Cold War discourses actually influenced the
practices of ordinary behaviour. Their essays address very different sectors of American society - in terms of race, class, ethnicity, sexuality
and gender - thus emphasising the multiplicity, diversity, and differing nature of the voices that emerged in cultural production and
consumption during the 1950s. Containing America points out directions for further research and provides a fresh approach for scholars,
students, and others interested in the culture of the Cold War of the 1950s.
Eric Sandeen presents here the first in-depth study of the exhibit and its influence worldwide. He examines how the exhibit came to be
assembled, the beliefs and background Edward Steichen brought to the project, and what he wanted to show about the human condition from
his selection of images. He then looks at the politics and culture of the 1950s to determine why the show was so popular at the time.
Mary Helen Washington recovers the vital role of 1950s leftist politics in the works and lives of modern African American writers and artists.
While most histories of McCarthyism focus on the devastation of the blacklist and the intersection of leftist politics and American culture, few
include the activities of radical writers and artists from the Black Popular Front. Washington's work incorporates these black intellectuals back
into our understanding of mid-twentieth-century African American literature and art and expands our understanding of the creative ferment
energizing all of America during this period. Mary Helen Washington reads four representative writers—Lloyd Brown, Frank London Brown,
Alice Childress, and Gwendolyn Brooks—and surveys the work of the visual artist Charles White. She traces resonances of leftist ideas and
activism in their artistic achievements and follows their balanced critique of the mainstream liberal and conservative political and literary
spheres. Her study recounts the targeting of African American as well as white writers during the McCarthy era, reconstructs the events of the
1959 Black Writers' Conference in New York, and argues for the ongoing influence of the Black Popular Front decades after it folded.
Defining the contours of a distinctly black modernism and its far-ranging radicalization of American politics and culture, Washington
fundamentally reorients scholarship on African American and Cold War literature and life.
In the aftermath of World War II, the United States stood at a precipice. The forces of modernity unleashed by the war had led to astonishing
advances in daily life, but technology and mass culture also threatened to erode the country’s traditional moral character. As award-winning
historian George M. Marsden explains in The Twilight of the American Enlightenment, postwar Americans looked to the country’s secular,
liberal elites for guidance in this precarious time, but these intellectuals proved unable to articulate a coherent common cause by which
America could chart its course. Their failure lost them the faith of their constituents, paving the way for a Christian revival that offered America
a firm new moral vision—one rooted in the Protestant values of the founders. A groundbreaking reappraisal of the country’s spiritual
reawakening, The Twilight of the American Enlightenment shows how America found new purpose at the dawn of the Cold War.
Welcome to Mars is a captivating look at the culture of postwar America and its dream of limitless technological and human development.
Utilizing declassified government archives, newspaper records, ad campaigns, and B-movies of the period, Hollings weaves an intricate web
of Cold War politics, UFO scares, psychedelic research, and 1950s pop culture. From the atom bomb and suburban planning to the space
race and little-green-men movies, Welcome to Mars shows the startling connections between science fact and science fiction, a feedback
loop in which real technological advances and government experimentation gave rise to science fiction fantasy, which then fed new
innovation and research. Table of Contents Introduction: Scenes From A History As Yet Unwritten Chapter 1--1947: Rebuilding Lemuria
Chapter 2--1948: Flying Saucers Over America Chapter 3--1949: Behaviour Modification Chapter 4--1950: Cheapness And Splendour
Chapter 5--1951: Absolute Elsewhere Chapter 6--1952: Red Planet Chapter 7--1953: Other Tongues, Other Flesh Chapter 8--1954: Meet
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The Monsters Chapter 9--1955: Popular Mechanics Chapter 10--1956: 'Greetings, My Friend!' Chapter 11--1957: Contact With Space
Chapter 12--1958: Mass Hysteria Chapter 13--1959: Teenagers From Outer Space Conclusion: Thinking the Unthinkable Bibliography Index
List of Illustrations
Moment of Grace tells the story of the American city in its remarkable heyday. Never before or after the 1950s were downtowns so exciting,
neighborhoods so settled, or suburban dwellers so optimistic. Urban culture was at its peak: it was vital, urbane, conformist, and generating
rebellion all at once. Capturing the mood of the '50s in superb historical photographs and mining delightfully varied sources—including urban
critics, interviews with city residents, novels, songs, magazines, and newspapers—Moment of Grace brings alive the downtowns, the
neighborhoods, and the suburbs of the era. A rich historical reflection on a singular decade, the book also portrays the '50s as a critical
turning point in American culture and economy. Michael Johns shows us exactly why city life never could or would be the same again. Giving
a vivid sense of the lived experience of the day, Johns explores the '50s in cities such as New York, San Francisco, Philadelphia, Chicago,
and Oakland, writing about fashion (which demanded the highest heels and pointiest breasts in history), nightlife, architecture, literature,
business and economic trends, and teenage culture. He tells us what was for sale in the stores, who lived in the neighborhoods, what life was
like for women in the brand-new suburbs, and much more. And he confronts difficult issues head-on. What did the loss of city jobs and the
simultaneous success of the civil rights movement mean for black neighborhoods? What were the profound consequences of the rise of the
suburbs for family life? In contrast to the vibrant cities of the '50s, the streets of today's downtowns are often empty if not suffused with
melancholy. Johns uncovers the seeds of the transformation from the '50s to today, and at the same time, he paints a memorable picture of
the American past.
Prolific literature, both popular and scholarly, depicts America in the period of the High Cold War as being obsessed with normality, implicitly
figuring the postwar period as a return to the way of life that had been put on hold, first by the Great Depression and then by Pearl Harbor.
Demographic Angst argues that mandated normativity—as a political agenda and a social ethic—precluded explicit expression of the anxiety
produced by America’s radically reconfigured postwar population. Alan Nadel explores influential non-fiction books, magazine articles, and
public documents in conjunction with films such as Singin’ in the Rain, On the Waterfront, Sunset Boulevard, and Sayonara, to examine how
these films worked through fresh anxieties that emerged during the 1950s.
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