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In thirty-three chapters, The Oxford Handbook of
Language Contact examines the various forms of contactinduced linguistic change and the levels of language
which have provided instances of these influences. In
addition, it provides accounts of how language contact
has affected some twenty languages, spoken and
signed, from all parts of the world.
This handbook offers an extensive crosslinguistic and
cross-theoretical survey of polysynthetic languages, in
which single multi-morpheme verb forms can express
what would be whole sentences in English. These
languages and the problems they raise for linguistic
analyses have long featured prominently in language
descriptions, and yet the essence of polysynthesis
remains under discussion, right down to whether it
delineates a distinct, coherent type, rather than an
assortment of frequently co-occurring traits. Chapters in
the first part of the handbook relate polysynthesis to
other issues central to linguistics, such as complexity,
the definition of the word, the nature of the lexicon,
idiomaticity, and to typological features such as
argument structure and head marking. Part two contains
areal studies of those geographical regions of the world
where polysynthesis is particularly common, such as the
Arctic and Sub-Arctic and northern Australia. The third
part examines diachronic topics such as language
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and language obsolence, while part four looks at
acquisition issues in different polysynthetic languages.
Finally, part five contains detailed grammatical
descriptions of over twenty languages which have been
characterized as polysynthetic, with special attention
given to the presence or absence of potentially criterial
features.
Trends in Hindi Linguistics provides a snapshot of
current developments in Hindi syntax and semantics and
covers topics such as definiteness marking, comparative
constructions with differentials, conjunct verbs, participial
relative clauses, ellipsis, scrambling, infinitives and
directive strategies. Together these papers give a rich
and in-depth account of the vitality of current research on
Hindi.
This book explores relationships and maps out
intersections between discussions on causation in three
scientific disciplines: linguistics, philosophy, and
psychology. The book is organized in five thematic parts,
investigating connections between philosophical and
linguistic studies of causation; presenting novel
methodologies for studying the representation of
causation; tackling central issues in syntactic and
semantic representation of causal relations; and
introducing recent advances in philosophical thinking on
causation. Beyond its thematic organization, readers will
find several recurring topics throughout this book, such
as the attempt to reduce causality to other non-causal
terms; causal pluralism vs. one all-encompassing
account for causation; causal relations pertaining to the
mental as opposed to the physical realm, and more. This
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also lays the foundation for questioning
whether it is possible to evaluate available philosophical
approaches to causation against the variety of linguistic
phenomena ranging across diverse lexical and
grammatical items, such as bound morphemes,
prepositions, connectives, and verbs. Above all, it lays
the groundwork for considering whether the fruits of the
psychological-cognitive study of the perception of causal
relations may contribute to linguistic and philosophical
studies, and whether insights from linguistics can benefit
the other two disciplines.
Today’s German frequently uses nominal style, e.g. in
scientific language. The occurrence of multiple attributes
within a noun group is an especially important element in
noun-based sentence structure. This volume illuminates
the phenomenon of complex attribution from the
perspectives of language history, grammar, typology and
functional style.
This volume offers theoretical and descriptive
perspectives on the issues pertaining to ergativity, a
grammatical patterning whereby direct objects are in
some way treated like intransitive subjects, to the
exclusion of transitive subjects. This pattern differs
markedly from nominative/accusative marking whereby
transitive and intransitive subjects are treated as one
grammatical class, to the exclusion of direct objects.
While ergativity is sometimes referred to as a typological
characteristic of languages, research on the
phenomenon has shown that languages do not fall
clearly into one category or the other and that ergative
characteristics are not consistent across languages.
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in this volume look at approaches to ergativity
within generative, typological, and functional paradigms,
as well as approaches to the core morphosyntactic
building blocks of an ergative construction; related
constructions such as the anti-passive; related properties
such as split ergativity and word order; and extensions
and permutations of ergativity, including nominalizations
and voice systems. The volume also includes results
from experimental investigations of ergativity, a relatively
new area of research. A wide variety of languages are
represented, both in the theoretical chapters and in the
16 case studies that are more descriptive in nature,
attesting to both the pervasiveness and diversity of
ergative patterns.
Language Contact and the Development of Modern
Hebrew, edited by Edit Doron, presents twenty four
different innovative syntactic constructions of Modern
Hebrew, attributing them to syntactic change due to the
impact of contact languages on previous stages of
Hebrew.
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds to
this rapidly developing field. General problems are
studied from the perspective of individual languages,
language families, language groups, or language
samples. Conclusions are the result of a deepened study
of empirical data. Special emphasis is given to littleknown languages, whose analysis may shed new light
on long-standing problems in general linguistics.
Die Festschrift enthalt insgesamt 30 Beitrage zu
verschiedenen Bereichen der Iranistik. Es handelt sich
sowohl um Artikel zu Forschungsschwerpunkten von Ph.
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wie dem Zoroastrismus, der kurdischen
Literatur und Religion, insbesondere die der Yeziden und
Ahl-e Haqq, aber auch um Beitrage zur iranischen
Philologie, der Zeit der Achameniden sowie der
Geschichte und Kultur Irans in islamischer Zeit. Die
Aufsatze umfassen so unterschiedliche Themen wie z.B.
Sinn und Zweck von Ritualen aus der Sicht von ParsiPriestern, eine Gegenuberstellung von Tawusi Melek
und dem Pfau in der Mandaischen Tradition,
Zeitkonzepte des Yezidismus, einen Uberblick uber die
persische Presse der letzten Jahrzehnte, judaische
Gesandte im Achamenidenreich, Ohrmazd in der
soghdischen Uberlieferung, Modalitatstypologie im
Kurdischen und Hawrami oder baktrische
Demonstrativpronomina. Ein Uberblick uber das Werk
Kreyenbroeks sowie ein Verzeichnis seiner Schriften
erganzen den Band.
In Argument structure in Kashmiri Saartje Verbeke
studies the patterns of grammatical relations in the IndoAryan language Kashmiri, including case marking and
verb agreement, from a typological point of view.
This volume presents a typological/theoretical
introduction plus eight papers about ergative alignment
in 16 Amazonian languages. All are written by linguists
with years of fieldwork and comparative experience in
the region, all describe details of the synchronic systems,
and several also provide diachronic insight into the
evolution of these systems. The five papers in Part I
focus on languages from four larger families with
ergative patterns primarily in morphology. The
typological contribution is in detailed consideration of
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splits, changes in ergative patterns, and
parallels between ergative main clauses and
nominalizations. The three papers in Part II discuss
genetically isolated languages. Two present dominant
ergative patterns in both morphology and syntax, the
other a syntactic inverse system that is predominantly
ergative in discourse. In each, the authors demonstrate
that identification of traditional grammatical relations is
problematic. These data will figure in all future
typological and theoretical debates about grammatical
relations.
The definitive guide to historical linguistics, covering all
the most important issues in the field. >
The International Conference on Historical Linguistics
has always been a forum that reflects the general state
of the art in the field, and the 2009 edition, held in
Nijmegen, The Netherlands, fully allows the conclusion
that the field has been thriving over the years. The
studies presented in this volume are an expression of
ongoing theoretical discussions as well as new analytical
approaches to the study of issues concerning language
change. Taken together, they reflect some of the current
challenges in the field, as well as the opportunities
offered by judicious use of theoretical models and careful
corpus-based work. The volume's contributions are
organized under the following headings: I. General and
Specific Issues of Language Change, II. Linguistic
Variation and Change in Germanic, III. Linguistic
Variation and Change in Greek, and IV. Linguistic
Change in Romance.
This volume explores the way in which
Page 6/16

Bookmark File PDF Alignment Change In Iranian
Languages A Construction Grammar Approach
1st
Edition
grammaticalization
processes - whereby lexical words
eventually become markers of grammatical categories converge and differ across various types of language.
While grammaticalization at its core is a unidirectional
phenomenon, in which the same pathways of change are
replicated across languages, certain language types and
language areas have distinct preferences with respect to
what they grammaticalize and how. Previous work has
principally addressed this question with specific
reference to languages of Southeast and East Asia that
do not seem to grammaticalize paradigms of categories
in the same manner as Indo-European languages, or
form extensive grammaticalization chains. This volume
takes a broader approach and proceeds systematically
area by area: specialists in the field address the
processes of grammaticalization in languages of Africa,
Europe, Asia and the Pacific, and the Americas, and in
creole languages. The studies reveal a number of unique
pathways of grammaticalization in each language area,
as well as identifying the universal shared features of the
phenomenon.
This is the first book on the acquisition of the German
case system by foreign language learners. It explores
how learners in their interlanguage progress from the
total absence to the presence of a case system. This
development is characterized by an evolvement from
marking the argument’s position to marking the
argument’s actual function. Theoretically couched within
Processability Theory, the book deals with the feature
unification and the mapping processes involved in case
marking, and critically examines previous findings on
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case acquisition. Empirically, the book consists
of longitudinal data of 11 foreign language learners of
German, which was collected over a period of 2 years.
This book will be useful to anyone interested in the
acquisition of German and in the acquisition of case
systems in general.
This book offers a corpus-based synchronic and
diachronic investigation of Experiential constructions in
Latin, focusing on patterns of variation and change in
argument realization and non-canonical case-marking
and providing insights in the domain of diachronic verbal
syntax and semantics.
The volume contains a selection of papers originally
presented at the symposium on “Areal patterns of
grammaticalization and cross-linguistic variation in
grammaticalization scenarios” held on 12-14 March 2015 at
Johannes Gutenberg University of Mainz. The papers, written
by leading scholars combining expertise in historical
linguistics and grammaticalization research, study variation in
grammaticalization scenarios in a variety of language families
(Slavic, Indo-Aryan, Tibeto-Burman, Bantu, Mande,
"Khoisan", Siouan, and Mayan). The volume stands out in the
vast literature on grammaticalization by focusing on variation
in grammaticalization scenarios and areal patterns in
grammaticalization. Apart from documenting new
grammaticalization paths, the volume makes a
methodological contribution as it addresses an important
question of how to reconcile universal outcomes of
grammaticalization processes with the fact that the input to
these processes is language-specific and constructionspecific.
These papers from the 1987 Typology Symposium — a followup to the 1985 meeting in Moscow — deal with the relevance
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for historical linguistics. Its application in
understanding phonological and grammatical change is
examined for a variety of languages. Its relevance for
application of the comparative method and the method of
internal reconstruction is noted with reference to the glottalic
theory and problems in other language families. Among the
several approaches, alignment typology is especially
examined, with languages defined as accusative, ergative or
stative-active an approach to which linguists of the USSR
have made important contributions in recent years.Among
specific problems examined are tonogenesis in Na-Dene, the
origin of the genitive in ergative languages, and relative
pronouns of Indo-European languages in the context of the
Eurasiatic hypothesis. Along with changes in other languages
(like those of East and Southeast Asia), these problems are
discussed in an effort to determine general and specific
tendencies in language change, and to contribute towards the
development of diachronic typology.
The Bloomsbury Companion to Syntax is the definitive guide
to a key area of linguistic study.
The Iranian languages form the major eastern branch of the
Indo-European group of languages, itself part of the larger
Indo-Iranian family. Estimated to have between 150 and 200
million native speakers, the Iranian languages constitute one
of the world’s major language families. This comprehensive
volume offers a detailed overview of the principle languages
which make up this group: Old Iranian, Middle Iranian, and
New Iranian. The Iranian Languages is divided into fifteen
chapters. The introductory chapters by the editor present a
general overview and a detailed discussion of the linguistic
typology of Iranian. The individual chapters which follow are
written by leading experts in the field. These provide the
reader with concise, non-technical descriptions of a range of
Iranian languages. Each chapter follows the same pattern
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sequence of topics, taking the reader through the
significant features not only of phonology and morphology but
also of syntax; from phrase level to complex sentences and
pragmatics. Ample examples on all levels are provided with
detailed annotation for the non-specialist reader. In addition,
each chapter covers lexis, sociolinguistic and typological
issues, and concludes with annotated sample texts. This
unique resource is the ideal companion for undergraduate
and postgraduate students of linguistics and language. It will
also be of interest to researchers or anyone with an interest in
historical linguistics, linguistics anthropology and language
development. Gernot Windfuhr is Professor of Iranian Studies
at the University of Michigan; he has published widely on
Persian and Iranian languages and linguistics and related
languages, as well as on other aspects of Iranian culture
including Persian literature and Pre-Islamic Iranian religions.
This book examines the syntax and semantics of verbs from a
crosslinguistic perspective, taking full account of diachronic
and usage-based research. It encompasses the full range of
English verb classes, has a strong typological dimension, and
presents a model of event structure that breaks new ground
in predicting and explaining linguistic facts.
The Neo-Aramaic dialects are modern vernacular forms of
Aramaic, which has a documented history in the Middle East
of over 3,000 years. Due to upheavals in the Middle East over
the last one hundred years, thousands of speakers of NeoAramaic dialects have been forced to migrate from their
homes or have perished in massacres. As a result, the
dialects are now highly endangered. The dialects exhibit a
remarkable diversity of structures. Moreover, the considerable
depth of attestation of Aramaic from earlier periods provides
evidence for pathways of change. For these reasons the
research of Neo-Aramaic is of importance for more general
fields of linguistics, in particular language typology and
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linguistics. The papers in this volume represent the
full range of research that is currently being carried out on
Neo-Aramaic dialects. They advance the field in numerous
ways. In order to allow linguists who are not specialists in NeoAramaic to benefit from the papers, the examples are fully
glossed.
The collected articles in this volume address an array of
cutting-edge issues in the field of historical linguistics,
including new theoretical approaches and innovative
methodologies for studying language through a diachronic
lens. The articles focus on the following themes: I. Case &
Argument Structure, II. Alignment & Diathesis, III. Patterns,
Paradigms, & Restructuring, IV. Grammaticalization &
Construction Grammar, V. Corpus Linguistics &
Morphosyntax, VI. Languages in Contact. Papers reflect a
wide range of perspectives, and focus on issues and data
from an array of languages and language families, from new
analyses of case and argument structure in Ancient Greek to
phonological evidence for language contact in Vietnamese,
from patterns of convergence in Neo-Aramaic to the
development of the ergative in Basque. The volume
contributes substantially to the debate surrounding core
issues of language change: the role of the individual speaker,
the nature of paths of grammaticalization, the role of contact,
the interface of diachrony and synchrony, and many other
issues. It should be useful to any reader hoping to gain
insight into the nature of language change.
The Iranian languages, due to their exceptional time-depth of
attestation, constitute one of the very few instances where a
shift from accusative alignment to split-ergativity is actually
documented. Yet remarkably, within historical syntax, the
Iranian case has received only very superficial coverage. This
book provides the first in-depth treatment of alignment
change in Iranian, from Old Persian (5 C. BC) to the present.
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first part of the book examines the claim that ergativity in
Middle Iranian emerged from an Old Iranian agented passive
construction. This view is rejected in favour of a theory which
links the emergence of ergativity to External Possession.
Thus the primary mechanisms involved is not reanalysis, but
the extension of a pre-existing construction. The notion of
Non-Canonical Subjecthood plays a pivotal role, which in the
present account is linked to the semantics of what is termed
Indirect Participation. In the second part of the book, a
comparative look at contemporary West Iranian is
undertaken. It can be shown that throughout the subsequent
developments in the morphosyntax, distinct components such
as agreement, nominal case marking, or the grammar of
cliticisation, in fact developed remarkably independently of
one another. It was this de-coupling of sub-systems of the
morphosyntax that led to the notorious multiplicity of
alignment types in Iranian, a fact that also characterises pasttense alignments in the sister branch of Indo-European, IndoAryan. Along with data from more than 20 Iranian languages,
presented in a manner that renders them accessible to the
non-specialist, there is extensive discussion of more general
topics such as the adequacy of functional accounts of
changes in case systems, discourse pressure and the role of
animacy, the notion of drift, and the question of alignment in
early Indo-European.
This study is the first wide-scope morpho-syntactic
comparative study of North-Eastern Neo-Aramaic dialects to
date. Given the historical depth of Aramaic (almost 3
millennia) and the geographic span of the modern dialects,
coming in contact with various Iranian, Turkic and Semitic
languages, these dialects provide an almost pristine
"laboratory" setting for examining language change from
areal, typological and historical perspectives. While the study
has a very wide coverage of dialects, including also contact
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(and especially Kurdish dialects), it focuses on a
specific grammatical domain, namely attributive
constructions, giving a theoretically motivated and empirically
grounded account of their variation, distribution and
development. The results will be enlightening not only to
Semitists seeking to learn about this fascinating modern
Semitic language group, but also for typologists and general
linguists interested in the dynamics of noun phrase
morphosyntax.
Comprehensive treatment of syntactic change, drawing on
data from a wide range of languages.
Leading scholars examine languages ranging from old
Egyptian to modern Afrikaans. They consider the insights
parametric theory offers to understanding the dynamics of
language change and test new hypotheses against an
extensive array of data. In both the broad range of languages
it discusses and its use of linguistic theory this is an
outstanding book.
In a series of pioneering explorations of the diachrony of
morphomes, this book throws new light on the nature of the
morphome and the boundary - seen from both diachronic and
synchronic perspectives - between what is and is not
genuinely autonomous in morphology. Its findings will be of
central interest to morphologists of all theoretical stripes.
Collection of relevant papers concerning the study of the
Iranian and Caucasian world under historical, cultural,
ethnographical, religious, political, literary and linguistic
aspects from the early Middle Ages up to the present.
Aspects of Iranian Linguistics introduces readers to recent
research into various properties of a number of Iranian
languages. The volume consists of twenty chapters that cover
a full range of Iranian linguistics, including formal theoretical
perspectives (from a syntactic and morphological point of
view), typological and functional perspectives, and diachronic
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computational linguistics and neurolinguistics, as well as the
modern history of lexicography in Iran. Various Iranian
languages are discussed in this volume, including Hawrami
and Kermanji, two of the major dialects of Kurdish, Medival,
Classical and Modern Persian, Balochi, Taleshi and Pamir.
With the exception of Persian, other Iranian languages had
not received much attention in the past. Thus this work, as
the first volume ever published on various aspects of these
languages and their linguistic properties, is a valuable
contribution to our understanding of a less commonly studied
language family. The theoretical, descriptive, and applied
approaches pursued by various authors in this volume,
together with the colorful range of languages discussed,
provide a unique perspective that is appealing to researchers
in different domains of linguistics and language studies.
Offers an introduction to linguistic typology that covers
various linguistic domains from phonology and morphology
over parts-of-speech, the NP and the VP, to simple and
complex clauses, pragmatics and language change. This title
also includes a discussion on methodological issues in
typology.
The Oxford Handbook of Languages of the Caucasus is an
introduction to and overview of the linguistically diverse
languages of southern Russia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and
Armenia. Though the languages of the Caucasus have often
been mischaracterized or exoticized, many of them have
cross-linguistically rare features found in few or no other
languages. This handbook presents facts and descriptions of
the languages written by experts. The first half of the book is
an introduction to the languages, with the linguistic profiles
enriched by demographic research about their speakers. It
features overviews of the main language families as well as
detailed grammatical descriptions of several individual
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into theoretical analyses of features, such as agreement,
ellipsis, and discourse properties, which are found in some
languages of the Caucasus. Promising areas for future
research are highlighted throughout the handbook, which will
be of interest to linguists of all subfields.
The Indo-European language family consists of many of the
modern and ancient languages of Europe, India and Central
Asia, including Latin, Greek, Sanskrit, Russian, German,
French, Spanish and English. Spoken by an estimated three
billion people, it has the largest number of native speakers in
the world today. This textbook provides an accessible
introduction to the study of the Indo-European languages. It
clearly sets out the methods for relating the languages to one
another, presents an engaging discussion of the current
debates and controversies concerning their classification, and
offers sample problems and suggestions for how to solve
them. Complete with a comprehensive glossary, almost 100
tables in which language data and examples are clearly laid
out, suggestions for further reading, discussion points, and a
range of exercises, this text will be an essential toolkit for all
those studying historical linguistics, language typology and
the Indo-European languages for the first time.
This book examines the sociolinguistics of some of Iran’s
languages at home and in the diaspora. The first part of the
book examines the politics of minority languages and the
presence of hegemonic discourses which favour Persian
(Farsi) in Iran, exploring issues such as language
maintenance and shift, linguistic ideologies and practices
among Azerbaijani and Kurdish-speaking communities. The
authors then go on to examine Iranians’ linguistic ideologies,
practices and (trans)national identity construction in the
diaspora, investigating both the challenges of maintaining a
home language and the strategies and linguistic repertoires
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when constructing a diasporic identity away from
home. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of
minority languages and communities, diaspora and migration
studies, and language policy and planning.
This book traces the changes in argument alignment that
have taken place in Aramaic during its 3000-year
documented history. Eastern Aramaic dialects first developed
tense-conditioned ergative aligment in the perfect, which later
developed into a past perfective. However, while some
modern dialects preserve a degree of ergative aligment, it has
been eroded by movement towards semantic/Split-S
alignment and by the use of separate marking for the patient,
and some dialects have lost ergative alignment altogether.
These dialects therefore show an entire cycle of alignment
change, something which had previously been considered
unlikely. Eleanor Coghill examines evidence from ancient
Aramaic texts, recent dialectal documentation, and crosslinguistic parallels to provide an account of the pathways
through which this alignment change took place. She argues
that what became the ergative construction was originally
limited mostly to verbs with an experiencer role, such as 'see'
and 'hear', which could encode the experiencer with a dative.
While this dative-experiencer scenario shows some formal
similarities with other proposed explanations for alignment
change, the data analysed in this book show that it is clearly
distinct. The book draws important theoretical conclusions on
the development of tense-conditioned alignment crosslinguistically, and provides a valuable basis for further
research.
Alignment Change in Iranian LanguagesA Construction
Grammar ApproachWalter de Gruyter
A comparative and interdisciplinary study arguing for a more
sophisticated appreciation of the rise of the Hunnic Empire.
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