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Aleister Crowley's ascension into the pantheon of alternative gurus was cemented by
his appearance on The Beatles' Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band album cover.
Unfortunately, he was known more for his reputation as "The Beast 666" and "The
Wickedest Man in the World." All well and good for publicity, but this infamy eclipsed his
teachings, as did his technical and opaque writing style, meant more for adepts
contemporary to him than the average modern reader. Enter Lon Milo DuQuette to
decipher and explain Crowley's texts and more important rituals. Formerly titled The
Magick of Thelema, this revised edition features extensive corrections, a new
introduction, and a new ritual, "The Rites of Eleusis." This is the perfect introductory text
for readers who wonder what the works--rather than the myth--of Aleister Crowley are
all about. DuQuette takes the mystery out of both the rituals themselves and Crowley's
writing in this modern grimoire. Step by step, he presents a course of study in plain
English, with examples of rituals and explanations of their significance. DuQuette also
includes a course of study for Crowley's original works with an extensive bibliography
and fastidious footnotes.
Aleister Crowley: The Beast in BerlinArt, Sex, and Magick in the Weimar
RepublicSimon and Schuster
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This book contains early works written by Crowley between 1902-1905 and is Volume
Two of a three-volume set. He concentrates mostly on mystical poetry and eastern
religion in this volume, along with his first important works in the area of magick. The
Sword of Song, aka Book of the Beast, is where Crowley makes his first appearance as
"The Beast." Science and Buddhism includes Crowley's complete views on Buddhism
and reveals its strong connection to modern science. Both of these writings include
useful information for those involved in Crowley's secret magickal order, the A...A....
Ambrosii Magi Hortus Rosarum is an important mystical book referencing Quabalistic
and Hermetic knowledge, in addition to magick and alchemy. The Three Characteristics
is a jakata - a Buddhist incarnation story, with himself and Allan Bennett injected as
characters with different names. It covers deep philosophical issues on the nature of
reality, the workings of the cosmos, and our place within it. Essays in Ontology tries to
reconcile the three major religions of Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism through the
use of mathematics rather than spiritual or theological concepts. The Excluded Middle
and TIME are philosophical satires that close out the book. There are also a number of
poems. The more one understands Crowley's magickal terms, the more will be gained
from the poetry found here.
This volume is the first comprehensive examination of one of the twentieth century's
most distinctive iconoclasts. Aleister Crowley (1875-1947) was a study in
contradictions. Born into a fundamentalist Christian family and educated at Cambridge,
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he was vilified as a traitor, drug addict, and debaucher, yet revered as perhaps the
most influential thinker in contemporary esotericism. Moving beyond the influence of
contemporary psychology and the modernist understanding of the occult, Crowley
declared himself the revelator of a new age of individualism. Crowley's occult bricolage,
Magick, was an eclectic combination of spiritual exercises drawn from Western
European magical ceremonies and Indic sources for meditation and yoga. This journey
of self-liberation culminated in harnessing sexual power as a magical discipline, a
"sacrilization of the self" as practiced in Crowley's mixed masonic group, the Ordo
Templi Orientis. The religion Crowley created, Thelema, legitimated his role as a
charismatic revelator and herald of a new age of freedom. Aleister Crowley's lasting
influence can be seen in the counter-culture movement of the late 1960s and early
1970s and in many forms of alternative spirituality and popular culture. The essays in
this volume offer crucial insight into Crowley's foundational role in the study of Western
esotericism, new religious movements, and sexuality.
"I never killed Raoul Loveday with a magical spell". Aleister Crowley, otherwise known
as the Beast 666, shared membership of the Golden Dawn with W B Yeats, and
publishers with D H Lawrence. Now in a beyond-the-grave autobiography, he recounts
his own vocation, his practice of sex magic, and his bruising encounters with his
contemporaries. The great magus, whose own world-conquering creed The Book of the
Law was written in Cairo in 1904, was according to him, no murderer, but a prophet and
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practitioner of all kinds of sexual freedom and new magical systems.
Provides a new insight into Crowley's life as a magician and literary figure. identifies
and gives an analysis of Crowley's poetry. places him to the context of Edwardian
Britain's addiction to the cult of pan. Paul Newman is a well established author and
expert on the occult. he is the editor of Abraxus magazine.

These Mysteries are a set of congregational rituals commemorating the
attainments of Aleister Crowley, the Prophet of Thelema. Although originally
developed for and with the cooperation of local O.T.O. groups, they are suitable
for performance by any Thelemites. They can be conducted on the "unholy days"
to reflect their historical inspiration, or in a day-long festival which arranges them
into a single larger event.
A rigorously researched biography of the founder of modern magick, as well as a
study of the occult, sexuality, Eastern religion, and more The name “Aleister
Crowley” instantly conjures visions of diabolic ceremonies and orgiastic
indulgences—and while the sardonic Crowley would perhaps be the last to
challenge such a view, he was also much more than “the Beast,” as this
authoritative biography shows. Perdurabo—entitled after the magical name
Crowley chose when inducted into the Hermetic Order of the Golden
Dawn—traces Crowley’s remarkable journey from his birth as the only son of a
Page 4/21

Read PDF Aleister Crowley The Beast In Berlin Art Sex And Magick In The
Weimar R Lic
wealthy lay preacher to his death in a boarding house as the world’s foremost
authority on magick. Along the way, he rebels against his conservative religious
upbringing; befriends famous artists, writers, and philosophers (and becomes a
poet himself); is attacked for his practice of “the black arts”; and teaches that
science and magick can work together. While seeking to spread his infamous
philosophy of, “Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law,” Crowley
becomes one of the most notorious figures of his day. Based on Richard
Kaczynski’s twenty years of research, and including previously unpublished
biographical details, Perdurabo paints a memorable portrait of the man who
inspired the counterculture and influenced generations of artists, punks, wiccans,
and other denizens of the demimonde.
Follow Aleister Crowley through his mystical travels in India, which profoundly
influenced his magical system as well as the larger occult world • Shares
excerpts from Crowley’s unpublished diaries and details his travels in India,
Burma, and Sri Lanka from 1901 to 1906 • Reveals how Crowley incorporated
what he learned in India--jnana yoga, Vedantist, Tantric, and Buddhist
philosophy--into his own school of Magick • Explores the world of Theosophy,
yogis, Hindu traditions, and the first Buddhist sangha to the West as well as the
first pioneering expeditions to K2 and Kangchenjunga in 1901 and 1905 Early in
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life, Aleister Crowley’s dissociation from fundamentalist Christianity led him
toward esoteric and magical spirituality. In 1901, he made the first of three
voyages to the Indian subcontinent, searching for deeper knowledge and
experience. His religious and magical system, Thelema, shows clear influence of
his thorough experimental absorption in Indian mystical practices. Sharing
excerpts from Crowley’s unpublished diaries, Tobias Churton tells the true story
of Crowley’s adventures in India from 1901 to 1906, culminating in his first
experience of the supreme trance of jnana (“gnostic”) yoga, Samadhi: divine
union. Churton shows how Vedantist and Advaitist philosophies, Hindu religious
practices, yoga, and Mahayana and Theravada Buddhism informed Crowley’s
spiritual system and reveals how he built on Madame Blavatsky and Henry Steel
Olcott’s prior work in India. Churton illuminates links between these beliefs and
ancient Gnostic systems and shows how they informed the O.T.O. system
through Franz Hartmann and Theodor Reuss. Churton explores Crowley’s early
breakthrough in consciousness research with a Dhyana trance in Sri Lanka,
becoming a devotee of Shiva and Bhavani, fierce avatar of the goddess Parvati.
Recounting Crowley’s travels to the temples of Madurai, Anuradhapura, and
Benares, Churton looks at the gurus of yoga and astrology Crowley met, while
revealing his adventures with British architect, Edward Thornton. Churton also
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details Crowley’s mountaineering feats in India, including the record-breaking
attempt on Chogo Ri (K2) in 1902 and the Kangchenjunga disaster of 1905.
Revealing how Crowley incorporated what he learned in India into his own school
of Magick, including an extensive look at his theory of correspondences, the
symbology of 777, and the Thelemic synthesis, Churton sheds light on one of the
most profoundly mystical periods in Crowley’s life as well as how it influenced
the larger occult world.
A biographical history of Aleister Crowley’s activities in Berlin from 1930 to 1932
as Hitler was rising to power • Examines Crowley’s focus on his art, his work as
a spy for British Intelligence, his colorful love life and sex magick exploits, and his
contacts with magical orders • Explores Crowley’s relationships with Berlin’s
artists, filmmakers, writers, and performers such as Christopher Isherwood, Jean
Ross, and Aldous Huxley • Recounts the fates of Crowley’s friends and
colleagues under the Nazis as well as what happened to Crowley’s lost art
exhibition Gnostic poet, painter, writer, and magician Aleister Crowley arrived in
Berlin on April 18, 1930. As prophet of his syncretic religion “Thelema,” he
wanted to be among the leaders of art and thought, and Berlin, the liberated
future-gazing metropolis, wanted him. There he would live, until his hurried
departure on June 22, 1932, as Hitler was rapidly rising to power and the black
Page 7/21

Read PDF Aleister Crowley The Beast In Berlin Art Sex And Magick In The
Weimar R Lic
curtain of intolerance came down upon the city. Known to his friends
affectionately as “The Beast,” Crowley saw the closing lights of Berlin’s artistic
renaissance of the Weimar period when Berlin played host to many of the
world’s most outstanding artists, writers, filmmakers, performers, composers,
architects, philosophers, and scientists, including Albert Einstein, Bertolt Brecht,
Ethel Mannin, Otto Dix, Aldous Huxley, Jean Ross, Christopher Isherwood, and
many other luminaries of a glittering world soon to be trampled into the mud by
the global bloodbath of World War II. Drawing on previously unpublished letters
and diary material by Crowley, Tobias Churton examines Crowley’s years in
Berlin and his intense focus on his art, his work as a spy for British Intelligence,
his colorful love life and sex magick exploits, and his contacts with German
Theosophy, Freemasonry, and magical orders. He recounts the fates of
Crowley’s colleagues under the Nazis as well as what happened to Crowley’s
lost art exhibition--six crates of paintings left behind in Germany as the Gestapo
was closing in. Revealing the real Crowley long hidden from the historical record,
Churton presents “the Beast” anew in all his ambiguous and, for some, terrifying
glory, at a blazing, seminal moment in the history of the world.
An exploration of Crowley’s relationship with the United States • Details
Crowley’s travels, passions, literary and artistic endeavors, sex magick, and
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psychedelic experimentation • Investigates Crowley’s undercover intelligence
adventures that actively promoted U.S. involvement in WWI • Includes an
abundance of previously unpublished letters and diaries Occultist, magician,
poet, painter, and writer Aleister Crowley’s three sojourns in America sealed
both his notoriety and his lasting influence. Using previously unpublished diaries
and letters, Tobias Churton traces Crowley’s extensive travels through America
and his quest to implant a new magical and spiritual consciousness in the United
States, while working to undermine Germany’s propaganda campaign to keep
the United States out of World War I. Masterfully recreating turn-of-the-century
America in all its startling strangeness, Churton explains how Crowley arrived in
New York amid dramatic circumstances in 1900. After other travels, in 1914
Crowley returned to the U.S. and stayed for five years: turbulent years that
changed him, the world, and the face of occultism forever. Diving deeply into
Crowley’s 5-year stay, we meet artists, writers, spies, and government agents as
we uncover Crowley’s complex work for British and U.S. intelligence agencies.
Exploring Crowley’s involvement with the birth of the Greenwich Village radical
art scene, we discover his relations with writers Sinclair Lewis and Theodore
Dreiser and artists John Butler Yeats, Leon Engers Kennedy, and Robert
Winthrop Chanler while living and lecturing on now-vanished “Genius Row.” We
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experience his love affairs and share Crowley’s hard times in New Orleans and
his return to health, magical dynamism, and the most colorful sex life in America.
We examine his controversial political stunts, his role in the sinking of the
passenger ship Lusitania, his making of the “Elixir of Life” in 1915, his
psychedelic experimentation, his prolific literary achievements, and his run-in with
Detroit Freemasonry. We also witness Crowley’s influence on Scientology
founder L. Ron Hubbard and rocket fuel genius Jack Parsons. We learn why J.
Edgar Hoover wouldn’t let Crowley back in the country and why the FBI raided
Crowley’s organization in LA. Offering a 20th-century history of the occult
movement in the United States, Churton shows how Crowley’s U.S. visits laid
the groundwork for the establishment of his syncretic “religion” of Thelema and
the now flourishing OTO, as well as how Crowley’s final wish was to have his
ashes scattered in the Hamptons.
"A play for nine actors"; typescript with manuscript markings.
• Reveals Crowley’s sex magick relations in London and his contacts with
important figures, including Dion Fortune, Gerald Gardner, Jack Parsons, Dylan
Thomas, and black equality activist Nancy Cunard • Explores Crowley’s nick-oftime escape from the Nazi takeover in Germany and offers extensive
confirmation of Crowley’s work for British intelligence • Examines the
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development of Crowley’s later publications and his articles in reaction to the
Nazi Gestapo actively persecuting his followers in Germany After an
extraordinary life of magical workings, occult fame, and artistic pursuits around
the globe, Aleister Crowley was forced to spend the last fifteen years of his life in
his native England, nearly penniless. Much less examined than his early years,
this final period of the Beast’s life was just as filled with sex magick, espionage,
romance, transatlantic conflict, and extreme behavior. Drawing on previously
unpublished diaries and letters, Tobias Churton provides the first detailed
treatment of the final years of Crowley’s life, from 1932 to 1947. He opens with
Crowley’s nick-of-time escape from the Nazi takeover in Germany and his return
home to England, flat broke. Churton offers extensive confirmation of Crowley’s
work as a secret operative for MI5 and explores how Crowley saw World War II
as the turning point for the “New Aeon.” He examines Crowley’s notorious 1934
London trial, which resulted in his bankruptcy, and shares inside stories of
Crowley’s relations with Californian O.T.O. followers, including rocket-fuel
specialist Jack Parsons, and his attempt to take over H. Spencer Lewis’s
Rosicrucian Order. The author reveals Crowley’s sex magick relations in London
and his contacts with spiritual leaders of the time, including Dion Fortune and
Wicca founder Gerald Gardner. He examines Crowley’s dealings with artists
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such as Dylan Thomas, Alfred Hitchcock, Augustus John, Peter Warlock, and
Peter Brooks and dispels the accusations that Crowley was racist, exploring his
work with lifelong friend, black equality activist Nancy Cunard. Churton also
examines the development of Crowley’s later publications such as Magick
without Tears as well as his articles in reaction to the Nazi Gestapo who was
actively persecuting his remaining followers in Germany. Presenting an intimate
and compelling study of Crowley in middle and old age, Churton shows how the
Beast still wields a wand-like power to delight and astonish.
Do What Thou Wilt: An exploration into the life and works of a modern mystic,
occultist, poet, mountaineer, and bisexual adventurer known to his
contemporaries as "The Great Beast" Aleister Crowley was a groundbreaking
poet and an iconoclastic visionary whose literary and cultural legacy extends far
beyond the limits of his notoriety as a practitioner of the occult arts. Born in 1875
to devout Christian parents, young Aleister's devotion scarcely outlived his father,
who died when the boy was twelve. He reached maturity in the boarding schools
and brothels of Victorian England, trained to become a world-class mountain
climber, and seldom persisted with any endeavor in which he could be bested.
Like many self-styled illuminati of his class and generation, the hedonistic
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obsessed with reconciling his quest for spiritual perfection and his inclination do
exactly as he liked in the earthly realm - Crowley developed his own school of
mysticism. Magick, as he called it, summoned its users to embrace the
imagination and to glorify the will. Crowley often explored his spiritual yearnings
through drug-saturated vision quests and rampant sexual adventurism, but at
other times he embraced Eastern philosophies and sought enlightenment on
ascetic sojourns into the wilderness. This controversial individual, a frightening
mixture of egomania and self-loathing, has inspired passionate - but seldom fair assessments from historians. Lawrence Sutin, by treating Crowley as a cultural
phenomenon, and not simply a sorcerer or a charlatan, convinces skeptic
readers that the self-styled "Beast" remains a fascinating study in how one man
devoted his life to the subversion of the dominant moral and religious values of
his time.
Symonds met Aleister Crowley in 1946, the year before Crowley's death.
Crowley's will left the copyright of his works to Symonds and made him Crowley's
literary executor, though Crowley's legal status as an undischarged bankrupt
meant that the copyrights actually ended up in receivership. At first fascinated by
Crowley, Symonds became increasingly critical of his ideas and manners, in
particular the use of drugs and free-sex. He edited, with Kenneth Grant,
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Crowley's autobiography and a number of other works. He authored four
biographical works of his own: The Great Beast, (1952), The Magic of Aleister
Crowley (1958), The King of the Shadow Realm (1989) and The Beast 666
(1997).
New commentaries on Aleister Crowley’s Book of the Law reveal how it is
connected to both Right- and Left-Hand Paths • Examines each line of the Book
of the Law in the light of modern psychology, Egyptology, Gurdjieff’s teachings,
and contemporary Left-Hand Path thought • Explores Crowley’s identification
with the First Beast of Revelations as well as his adoption of the Loki archetype
for becoming a vessel of love for all humanity • Recasts the Cairo Working as a
text of personal sovereignty and a relevant tool for personal transformation •
Includes commentary on the Book of the Law by Dr. Michael A. Aquino, who
served as High Priest of the Temple of Set from 1975 to 1996 Received by
Aleister Crowley in April 1904 in Cairo, Egypt, the Book of the Law is the most
provocative record of magical working in several hundred years, affecting not
only organizations directly associated with Crowley such as the Ordo Templi
Orientis but also modern Wicca, Chaos Magic, and the Temple of Set. Boldly
defying Crowley’s warning not to comment on the Book of the Law, Ipsissimus
Don Webb provides in-depth interpretation from both Black and White Magical
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perspectives, including commentary from Dr. Michael A. Aquino, who served as
High Priest of the Temple of Set from 1975 to 1996. Webb examines each line of
the Book in the light of modern psychology, Egyptology, existentialism, and
competing occult systems such as the teachings of G. I. Gurdjieff and
contemporary Left-Hand Path thought. Discarding the common image of Crowley
formulated in a spiritually unsophisticated time when the devotee of the LeftHand Path was dismissed as a selfish evil doer, Webb unveils a new side of
Crowley based on his adoption of the Loki archetype and his aim to become a
vessel of love for all humanity. In so doing, he shows how the Book of the Law is
connected to both Right- and Left-Hand Paths and reveals how Crowley’s
magical path of mastery over the self and Cosmos overthrew the gods of old
religion, which had kept humanity asleep to dream the nightmare of history.
Providing in-depth analysis of Crowley’s sources and his self-identification with
the First Beast of Revelation from a profound esoteric perspective, Webb takes
his views out of the Golden Dawn matrix within which he received the Book of the
Law and radically recasts the Cairo Working as a text of personal sovereignty
and a relevant tool for personal transformation.
Suster traces the roots of Crowley's ideas, revealing a man of enormous and
original intellectual gifts, who contributions to the understanding of the occult
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sciences are matched only by his daring experiments in the development of
human consciousness.
A work that combines biography and pyschogeography to trace Aleister
Crowley's life in London. "I dreamed I was paying a visit to London," Aleister
Crowley wrote in Italy, continuing, "It was a vivid, long, coherent, detailed affair of
several days, with so much incident that it would make a good-sized volume."
Crowley had a love-hate relationship with London, but the city was where he
spent much of his adult life, and it was the capital of the culture that created him:
Crowley was a post-decadent with deviant Victorian roots in the cultural ferment
of the 1890s and the magical revival of the Golden Dawn. Not a walking guide,
although many routes could be pieced together from its pages, this is a biography
by sites. A fusion of life-writing with psychogeography, steeped in London's social
history from Victoria to the Blitz, it draws extensively on unpublished material and
offers an exceptionally intimate picture of the Great Beast. We follow Crowley as
he searches for prostitutes in Hyde Park and Pimlico, drinks absinthe and eats
Chinese food in Soho, and find himself down on his luck in Paddington
Green--and never quite losing sight of the illumination that drove him: "the
abiding rapture," he wrote in his diary, "which makes a 'bus in the street sound
like an angel choir!"
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Aleister Crowley (1875-1947) poet, painter, novelist, explorer, mountaineer, chess
master, classical scholar and drug addict was the founder of a religion called thelema ,
which, he claimed, had superceded Christianity. He was totally at odds with the morality
of his time, as this account of his life clearly shows; but avoided confrontation with the
authorities by always managing to find sufficient followers to sustain him in his beliefs.
Reviled in his lifetime, his fame following his death has risen steeply: he made the
pages of the Dictionary of National Biography ; and his Abbey of Thelema in Cefalù,
from which in 1923 he was ignominiously expelled, has been bought by the city of
Cefalù as a tourist attraction. John Symonds is Crowley's literary executor, and his
biography og Aleister Crowley is the fullest account of the life of this most bizarre
Englishman. The present edition has been considerably revised and augmented, and
will remain the standard work on Crowley.
This definitive work on the occult's ?great beast” traces the arc of his controversial life
and influence on rock-and-roll giants, from the Rolling Stones to Led Zeppelin to Black
Sabbath. When Aleister Crowley died in 1947, he was not an obvious contender for the
most enduring pop-culture figure of the next century. But twenty years later, Crowley's
name and image were everywhere. The Beatles put him on the cover of Sgt. Pepper's
Lonely Hearts Club Band. The Rolling Stones were briefly serious devotees. Today, his
visage hangs in goth clubs, occult temples, and college dorm rooms, and his methods
of ceremonial magick animate the passions of myriad occultists and spiritual seekers.
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Aleister Crowley is more than just a biography of this compelling, controversial, and
divisive figure?it's also a portrait of his unparalleled influence on modern pop culture.
Do the numbers suffusing the day of September 11th have occult significance? Why
are the numbers 11, 77, 93, and 175 extremely significant in understanding the event?
How did Aleister Crowley influence the events of 9/11, considering the fact that he died
in 1947? How did Aleister Crowley inspire the doctrines of the New World Order? The
answers to these questions is contained in the riveting book Prophet of Evil: Aleister
Crowley, 9/11 and the New World Order.
Written after his expulsion by Mussolini from the abbey of Thelema in Cefalu, Sicily,
these records consolidate the work that Crowley began in Cefalu and explore more
deeply the various techniques of cabalistic and sexual magic, as well as his contact
with the Arab magic of North Africa.
In the book Children of the Beast, author William Ramsey traces the influence of the
Great Beast, Aleister Crowley, upon the culture and history of the Twentieth Century
and the New Millennium. Based upon a vast examination of diverse sources, Ramsey
exposes how varied individuals such as Adolf Hitler, Ian Fleming, Arthur C. Clarke, H.
R. Giger, Timothy Leary and David Bowie are connected to and influenced by Aleister
Crowley, the Prophet of the New Age. Packed with original research and containing
unique insights into the lives of famous personalities, Children of the Beast grasps the
immense impact of Aleister Crowley upon modern history.
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At last, the unexpurgated, true story of the amazing Aleister Crowley—philosopher, poet,
artists, writer, magus, explorer, parapsychology—and spy. Packed with fresh research
and previously unpublished ‘Crowleyana.’ For 100 years, Aleister Crowley’s true
achievements have been suppressed and his true character defaced in a campaign of
vilification unparalleled in British history. Until now, Crowley’s life has not been
written—it has been written over. Tobias Churton is a world authority on Freemasonry,
Rosicrucianism, and Gnosticism. In writing Aleister Crowley, he enjoyed complete
access to all Crowley’s restricted papers, unpublished letters and personal diaries kept
in a trust at London’s Warburg Institute and in the Ordo Templi Orientis archives.
Ninety percent of the authentic material here has never before been published.
The infamous occult practitioner, Edward Alexander "Aleister" Crowley has cast a long
shadow over the history and culture of the 20th century. The information included in
Aleister Crowley: A Visual Study illustrates this fact. As the foremost accumulator of
occult knowledge in the late 19th and early 20th Century, Crowley based his writings
upon prior magicians, writers, and philosophers, incorporating their ideas, and his own,
into a new religion for a New Age. This book details Crowley’s progression from a
self–described childhood in hell, to notorious magician, to drug-addled middle age as
the Great Beast, and on to his final years living in an upscale boarding house in
southern England. As this visual study confirms, a copious amount of photographic and
newspaper evidence still remains concerning the Beast 666-Aleister Crowley.
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Poet, Magician, Mountaineer, Polemicist and Pornographer, Aleister Crowley was the
most famous, or infamous, name in twentieth century occultism. With his usual flair and
style, Colin Wilson brings this complex and enigmatic figure to life and provides an
engrossing portrait of the self-styled Great Beast, the man whom the contemporary
press dubbed "The Wickedest Man in the World".The popular image of him as, in the
words of Francis King, 'an insatiable sexual athlete, a pimp who lived on the immoral
earnings of his girl-friends, and a junkie who daily took enough heroin to kill a roomful of
people', has a basis in fact; but there were other, less obnoxious and despicable,
aspects of this highly original character. Crowley's greatest legacy is his eclectic occult
system: his Magick persists, a potent synthesis of Golden Dawn magic, oriental esoteric
techniques, sexual magic, and the all-encompassing Law of Thelema with its two
fundamental principles, 'Every man and woman is a star' and the notorious 'Do What
Thou Wilt Shall Be the Whole of the Law'.
Dubbed the 'great beast', Aleister Crowley has a terrifying reputation. He dabbled in the
occult, was addicted to opiates, was admired and befriended by a host of celebrities,
and many who associated with him died tragically in mysterious circumstances. Here, in
this new and challenging appraisal of Crowley's life, Roger Hutchinson lifts the
smokescreen of mythology to reveal a truly astonishing figure.
Second Edition (Crown Quarto, 152 pages, fully illustrated). "The Ending of the Words"
examines the thought and philosophy of the English magician Aleister Crowley through
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the lens of practical research. With an in-depth presentation of the source Tradition, the
book introduces Thelema, the Law of the New Aeon declared by Crowley, to a modern
readership. Includes a comprehensive glossary of Egyptian, Qabalistic and Thelemic
terminology essential to the study of "The Book of the Law".
Aleister Crowley wrote many works himself, and many works have been written about
him. Most of the latter focus on his colorful lifestyle, while others seek to interpret his
meta-poetic words in terms of one or another Thelemite orthodoxy. In this volume Don
Webb, former High Priest of the Temple of Set, goes beyond either of these
approaches. Webb, who has himself made his way along the same arduous initiatory
pathways pioneered by the First Beast, here focuses on the initiatory and philosophical
meaning of Crowley's life-work. He does so in a way that can be of personal magical
benefit to all who read the book. The text of Webb's book is divided into two sections:
The first is made up of essays originally written for his inner students in the Temple of
Set, the second part consists of new writings created exclusively for this book.
Throughout Webb guides the reader in a fascinating initiatory journey along the Left
Hand Path with "Uncle Al," like Vergil, at his side.
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