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After being dumped by her boyfriend, the author returns to Richmond and takes
up belly dancing.
With a fresh take on social dynamics in the antebellum South, Jonathan Daniel
Wells contests the popular idea that the Old South was a region of essentially
two classes (planters and slaves) until after the Civil War. He argues that, in fact,
the region had a burgeoning white middle class--including merchants, doctors,
and teachers--that had a profound impact on southern culture, the debate over
slavery, and the coming of the Civil War. Wells shows that the growth of the
periodical press after 1820 helped build a cultural bridge between the North and
the South, and the emerging southern middle class seized upon northern middleclass ideas about gender roles and reform, politics, and the virtues of
modernization. Even as it sought to emulate northern progress, however, the
southern middle class never abandoned its attachment to slavery. By the 1850s,
Wells argues, the prospect of industrial slavery in the South threatened northern
capital and labor, causing sectional relations to shift from cooperative to
competitive. Rather than simply pitting a backward, slave-labor, agrarian South
against a progressive, free-labor, industrial North, Wells argues that the Civil War
reflected a more complex interplay of economic and cultural values.
Provides an overview of the careers of the great military leaders and the critical political
leaders of the American Civil War. Entries consider the leader's character and pre-war
experience, their contributions to the war effort, and the war's impact on the rest of their lives.
An assessment of their historical treatment puts their long-term reputations on the line, and
results in a thorough revision of some leaders, a call for further study of others, and a
reaffirmation of the accomplishments of the greatest leaders.
Anwyn Moyle was born at the end of the First World War in a small mining village in Wales. At
the age of sixteen, she was sent to London to earn her living, where she found a live-in job as
a scullery maid. Her day began at 5 a.m., cleaning grates and lighting fires, then she would
scrub floors and polish the house - all for two shillings a week, one of which she had to send
home to her mother. Things improved when she secured the position of lady's maid in a
housein Belgravia, on five shillings a week. Anwyn was required to be a hairdresser,
beautician, confidante and secretary. Reporting directly to the lady of the house, she was
expected to cover up her mistress's affairs. Her time as a lady's maid was over when she was
caught with a young aristocrat in her room and banished from the house, but Anwyn found
further employment in a variety of houses, working above and below stairs. However, she
found her niche in the jolly working-class atmosphere of the capital city's pubs. London
between the wars and during the Blitz is richly evoked and, despite all her hardships, Anwyn
never asks for the readers' sympathy. Her story is full of gregariousness and eccentricity, as
well as being a poignant account of the history of a woman with an indomitable spirit and love
of life.

Distant Revolutions: 1848 and the Challenge to American Exceptionalism is a
study of American politics, culture, and foreign relations in the mid-nineteenth
century, illuminated through the reactions of Americans to the European
revolutions of 1848. Flush from the recent American military victory over Mexico,
many Americans celebrated news of democratic revolutions breaking out across
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Europe as a further sign of divine providence. Others thought that the 1848
revolutions served only to highlight how America’s own revolution had not done
enough in the way of reform. Still other Americans renounced the 1848
revolutions and the thought of trans-atlantic unity because they interpreted
European revolutionary radicalism and its portents of violence, socialism, and
atheism as dangerous to the unique virtues of the United States. When the 1848
revolutions failed to create stable democratic governments in Europe, many
Americans declared that their own revolutionary tradition was superior; American
reform would be gradual and peaceful. Thus, when violence erupted over the
question of territorial slavery in the 1850s, the effect was magnified among
antislavery Americans, who reinterpreted the menace of slavery in light of the
revolutions and counter-revolutions of Europe. For them a new revolution in
America could indeed be necessary, to stop the onset of authoritarian conditions
and to cure American exemplarism. The Civil War, then, when it came, was
America’s answer to the 1848 revolutions, a testimony to America’s democratic
shortcomings, and an American version of a violent, nation-building revolution.
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Not so very long ago, in the bottom right-hand corner of Wales, there was a
valley. It wasn't a well known or important valley, but it was called The Seren
Valley and it bridged the dimensional frontiers between realities and beyond.
Some weird and wonderful characters lived in the valley, including Wandering
Dai, The Mop Lady, Mad Mike, Dodgy Dick and the inimitable Mr O.L.D Mann.
Now, let's go back for a final visit to meet them again in this collection of short
stories, ghostly tales and other oddities from the archives of the valley's local
newspaper, The Ffhâgdiwedd and District Inquirer.
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