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A Grammar Of Tibetan Language Literary And
Colloquial
Tashi Daknewa was one of LTWA’s resident Tibetan language teachers and with twelve years
classroom experience, as well as a one-year sabbatical teaching and studying in the USA, he
has developed a keen awareness of students’ needs. Through diligently noting the many and
various questions he has been asked over the years, as well as the answers he gave, he has
been able to compile this book, which illustrates Tibetan grammar from a quite fresh
perspective. What he has tried to do is to address the problems that occur in students’ minds
when initially presented with Tibetan grammar in the traditional way.
Buddhism First Spread In Tibet During The Time Of The Tibetan Royal Empire (Mid Seventh
Century To Mid-Ninth Century A.D.). During This Period The Sanskrit Studies Began In Tibet;
The Translation Activities Reached The Peak The Indo-Tibetan Translaion-Literature Was
Codified And Canonized. Later The Majority Of Translations Of Indic Buddhist Treatises Were
Codified In Tibetan Buddhist Canon I.E. The Bka'-`Gyur And Bstan-' Gyur Text Collections.
The Four Versions Of The Bstan-`Gyur Suggest That Forty-Seven Sanskrit Grammartical
Texts Were Transaltion Into Tibetan By The Joint Effort Of The Indian And Tibetan Scholars.
These Works May Be Divided Into Five Grammatical Schools I.E. Panini, Candra, Kalapa Or
Katantra, Sarasvata And Manjusri. While The First Four Schools Are Quite Popular In India,
The Fifth One Is Obscure In Indian Grammatical Tradition.
In this volume the author has dealt with both literary and colloquial Tibetan mostly in use
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around Lhasa. The important and elusive subjects of Pronunciation and spelling are given on
principle more systematic and accurate treatment highlighting the subtle distinctions. The socalled Verb has also been elaborately treated keeping in view the genius of the Tibetan
sentence, the construction of which is unique.
ABOUT THE BOOK:The present work is designed not only to help the general reader to grasp
the grammatical structure of the Tibetan language in his endeavour to study the general
literature of Tibet but also the Buddhist scholar who is particularly inte

This textbook will thus not only help you to acquire language skills in colloquial
Tibetan, it will simultaneously introduce you to a whole new manner of thinking
and viewing yourself and the world. Unlike all other spoken Tibetan language
textbooks that I’m aware of, this one (almost) does not make use of grammatical
terms and categories commonly used in European languages. Instead, you will
become familiar with the notions, logic and categorizations that are used by
Tibetans themselves: namely, the all-pervasive notion of “Self and Other” ???? &
????, volitional and non-volitional (?????????????????? & ????????????????),
etc. In this way, you too, will eventually come to understand the Tibetan mindset.
Being a strong advocate of such an approach is not personal philosophy and
preference. It is, more importantly, the fruit of teaching Tibetan language from
such a point of view over the past seven years. The response of all of my
students to such approach has been extremely positive. You may still ask: “Why
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bother to learn all these new categories?” As you will soon realize, the Tibetan
language is very particular. Letters have genders, an honorific language register
is used for certain people and even sacred places and buildings, and the use of
an auxiliary indicates whether or not the speaker has direct experience of what is
being said. None of this exists in the English language and there are, therefore,
no English grammatical categories for such functions. Learning all of these
differences may seem like a headache initially – but they are profound and
fascinating and I trust you will come to enjoy putting the puzzle pieces together!
This book has been compiled to familarise and acquaint English readers with the
Tibetan words and phrases that are found in Tibetan characters or
transliterations while reading Tibetan manuscripts. Also this work is intended to
help the Tibetans and non-Tibetans who will study Tibetan Grammar. This book
is divided into 3 parts, The first part introduces the basic structures of Tibetan
language consisting of vowels, consonants, superscribed and subscribed letters
and prefixes and suffixes. The second part consists of a collection of articles on
Tibetan literature published in the Tibet Journal Series. The third part consists of
translations of the three treatises on Tibetan Grammar.
A Grammar of the Tibetan Language in EnglishA Grammar of the Tibetan
LanguageA Grammar of Tibetan LanguageA Grammar of the Tibetan LanguageA
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Grammar of the Tibetan LanguageLiterary and ColloquialMotilal Banarsidass
Publ.
It is said that practice is the 'Mother of all Learning.' This is particularly true when
it comes to learning a foreign language. This exercise book is therefore an
indispensable addition to - or part of - The Heart of Tibetan Language Textbook.
Offering a variety of exercises for each lesson of the textbook, it provides optimal
methods and opportunities to practice the four language skills: listening, reading,
speaking and grammar. The exercises are skillfully designed to be engaging and
enjoyable. Every lesson contains a topic of grammar and conversation, with
related exercises. Topics of conversation are typical themes for beginning
language learners, such as: introducing yourself, family, food, weather, free time,
shopping, etc. These are interwoven with the basic grammar concepts required
to have a simple conversation in the three times (tenses), including imperatives.
In addition to being motivating and friendly, the colorful layout of the pages
represent the elements, as well as the colors of the Tibetan prayer flags. In this
way, we are reminded how fortunate we are to have this precious opportunity to
study the Tibetan language.
A work that will be of interest to those interested in typology, language history, and contact
induced change, this book documents the radical restructuring of Anong over the last 40 years
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under intense contact with Lisu. In the almost fifty years, Sun Hongkai has been documenting
the Anong language of Yunnan China, it has undergone radical, contact-induced changes. The
language of the less than forty remaining speakers is quite different than the Anong of forty
years ago. Under intense contact with Lisu, major change has occurred in the language, much
of it documented in this work of Sun's. The English edition is a reworking of the original
Chinese version, providing annotation, an expanded lexicon, and an appendix that contains an
instrumental study of the language.
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