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If you're looking for a fresh way to make lighting the Advent wreath a meaningful and relevant
part of the worship service, this is just what you need. Richard Hull has written brief
conversational dialogues that relate the wisdom of the prophets found in the Advent lectionary
readings to modern life. In each "conversation" two people reflect on the assigned reading and
talk about life and faith, leading to the lighting of the candles. The presentations are
accompanied by an informative essay explaining the background and history of the Advent
wreath. Covering all three lectionary cycles, this is an excellent resource for any size
congregation -- and they're also great for devotional use by families in the home. Best of all,
the informal tone of the writing will make worshipers feel like participants instead of observers.
Use these dialogues to discover ancient truth in a contemporary setting. Richard J. Hull II is
pastor of Riverside Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Jacksonville, Florida. The
Riverside Cast, a theatre group in his present congregation, makes regular worship
presentations. A graduate of Bethany College (West Virginia) and Yale Divinity School, Hull
has also pastored congregations in Indiana and Pennsylvania. While in Indiana, he co-founded
the Tipton Community Theatre. Hull is the author of the three-volume Lenten worship series
"Symbols Of Sacrifice" (CSS). Robert G. Alexander, who contributed the background essay, is
a retired trial attorney and a freelance writer from Jacksonville, Florida. He is a graduate of
Davidson College and the University of Florida College of Law.
This handsomely bound collection of Prayers of the Faithful was gathered from the pages of
Liturgical Prayer magazine. They include prayers for each Sunday of the three year cycle, holy
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days, selected solemnities and feasts, and rituals such as baptism and marriage. The authors
of these prayers include such respected liturgists as Peter Scagnelli; Sr. Marjorie Moffatt; Peter
Fink, S.J.; Linda Schmid; William Skudlarek, O.S.B.; and Robert W. Hovda.
These introductions, homilies, reflections, and prayers are not theory, but a priest's experience
of a liturgical approach that works. The testimony of the faithful who say, "what a lovely
mass..what a moving homily, could I have a copy?", is his touchstone. So is the popularity of
the homilies on his internet,web, "A Priest Reflects". This book works because it treats each
Sunday liturgy as a seamless robe of rich interwoven themes. Thus, the introduction identifies
the links between the Old Testament reading and the Gospel, and adds any gems from the
second reading. Then, when the scripture is read, people, clued in to the overall import, listen
more profitably. The homily elaborates the key themes from the readings further, and relates
them to life, with stories, anecdotes, newspaper headlines, references to common events etc.
The aim is that the Word should light up our contemporary experience.. The final doxology
reinforces the point that the Word is life for this world, not just the next; The creed introduction
summarizes the whole, and the prayers carry that on into petitions for church leaders, civil
authorities, youth, the sick, the dead, and special needs. There are special prayers for our
youth, that gaps in our congregations there will be bridged. And the presiding minister should
add other topical issues of the day. The reflection after holy communion again reinforces the
overall message, but also leaves the people of God with something spicy and memorable to
take home. So, all in all, this book should light up our masses, or services, and make them
gospel based, relevant, inspirational, and focused.. The homilies are timed at about five
minutes, people's normal attention span. So don't miss out on this innovative book. Buy it, and
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it will light up your Sunday mass, and provide spiritual food for the following week.
The Corinthian correspondence and the community it reflects are exciting and exasperating,
interesting and complex. The letters offer us a window of opportunity to view Paul's personal
and pastoral presence in his growing relationship with this church. Struggling with his own
history, the history of the community, and the newness of the Gospel he preaches, Paul
identifies an approach that balances tradition and innovation, theological foundations and
principles of action. The passion, persuasion, and purpose of the apostle permeate these
letters, and no one is unaware that the Lord Jesus is the center of his Gospel message and of
his life. Paul offers insight into the commitment of early apostles, disciples, and ministers in the
Corinthian community. He personally experiences the dying and rising of Christ in his work with
this community, giving a ring of truth to his own assessment of Christian life and ministry. Only
faith transforms adversity into an opportunity for growth, and Paul's faith and perseverance
offer hope to those of us who continue to experience the paradoxes of Christian life and
ministry.
In addition to U.S. and Canadian imprimaturs the NRSV Catholic Edition contains "The
Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation", 64 in-text maps, 12 in-text charts and line
drawings, a unique NRSV Catholic concordance, a Presentation and Family Record Section,
eight pages of full color New Oxford Bible Maps, Prayers and Devotions of the Catholic Faith
and a table of Sunday and weekday lectionary readings for the Canadian NRSV lectionary.
The landscape photographed and the reflections on the sites of the Sunday Gospels paint a
geography little changed since the time of Jesus and his followers. To see the Judean
Wilderness or the River Jordan or the hills of Jerusalem is to see the topography, the land
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features that existed two thousand years ago. And in seeing them we are reminded that this is
what Jesus saw. The dust and heat are the reality of his day and time as much as they are
ours. To encounter that land if only through word and image is to touch the world of Jesus.
What happens to the Responsorial Psalm in the Sunday liturgy? How can it help us pray the
Sunday readings? How can it help in planning the liturgy? The Responsorial Psalm is the most
neglected part of the Liturgy of the Word, yet it can be the key to all the rest. Its intent is to help
bring the message of the other readings into our lives. This book addresses the riches of the
Responsorial Psalm for every Sunday of the three-year cycle. It explains the psalm genre,
offers exposition on the meaning and beauty of the psalm itself, and comments on the
relationship of the Responsorial Psalm to the other readings. It is the book for anyone who
wants to understand and appreciate the Sunday readings -- preachers, catechists, liturgists
and all the people in the pews.
In his newest collection of more than 70 masterful homilies, Fr. Bill Bausch is at his storytelling
finest, seamlessly weaving timely, intriguing stories into gospel truths. From "Bill Barth and the
Little Tin Box" to "iPod and I, God," Fr. hill spreads his usual wisdom and humor into every
liturgical season and cycle from Advent through Lent, Easter and Ordinary Time. Fans of Fr.
Bill will find plenty of inspiration for feast days, funerals, holidays, and the current issues of our
day. Each homily can be adapted to suit any preaching style or faith community. These are
homilies that will be talked about, thought about, and acted upon. They're also perfect spiritual
reading for priests, deacons, lay ministers, teachers, RC1Agroups, and anyone who wants to
explore Scripture more deeply and apply it to daily living. Book jacket.
This historic and authoritative volume contains the complete three-year listing of the Revised
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Common Lectionary (Years A, B, and C) to guide preaching and Scripture reading on the
Lord’s Day. Abingdon Press. Also included are an introduction explaining the nature and uses
of lectionaries and a brief history of the Consultation on Common Texts.
Seasons like Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter are among the busiest for clergy and leaders
of worship. This addition to the popular Creative Ideas series helps you plan seasonal worship
more easily with a range of easy-to-use dramas and ideas to liven up worship, all based on the
lectionary readings. It includes: • dramatic readings of lectionary readings and drama sketches
for all seasons of the Christian year • short and snappy dramatic dialogues exploring biblical
readings from a contemporary point of view • ideas for using our worship space more
creatively • ideas for non-lectionary events such as Christingle • how to write creatively for
worship • CD-Rom with downloadable resources Seasons covered include Advent, Christmas,
Christingle, Epiphany, Lent, Mothering Sunday, Easter, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, Harvest and
Remembrance Sunday.
This perfectly delightful and all-inclusive resource covers Years A, B, and C of the liturgical
cycle. It is perfect for parishes who schedule a childrens Liturgy of the Word as well as for
those who simply want materials to prepare children for the weekly liturgy. It is geared to ages
5-8 and for each week of the lectionary cycle there are creative hand-out activity sheets that
involve children in the scriptural message. Best of all, it offers informative background notes
and directions for liturgy leaders, parents, catechists, and all who work with parish children.
This is a must-have resource for every parish.
Days of the Lord is an excellent guide to the riches of the Church's liturgy, and a welcome
companion to the Sacramentary, the Liturgy of the Hours, and the Lectionary. First published in
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Belgium, this outstanding seven volume series will enable all Christians to enter into the
mystery of the liturgical year, to pray with understanding, to proclaim the beauty and wealth of
the liturgy. More than a thorough commentary on the readings, more even than a reflection on
the liturgical seasons, this series comprehends the totality of the liturgical year-that vehicle
developed by the Church to express, summarize, and present "the whole mystery of Christ,"
the mystery that we are called to profess and celebrate every day. Since this mystery belongs
to all Christians, the writers of this series have written their reflections with the average reader
in mind. Yet the knowledge and insight that they bring to this work make it invaluable even to
those who are themselves well versed students of the liturgical calendar. Readers will come
away not only with a greater understanding of the liturgical year, its structure and meaning, but
with a deepened appreciation of the prayer life the liturgical year provides through its structure.
When the words great homily come to mind, the name Bill Bausch inevitably pops up. Here he
offers 100 new homilies, reflecting the liturgical year, holy days and holidays, and saying
farewell to loved ones. All are shaped and finessed with stories. As Bausch himself says, We
never exhaust the meaning of a good story. Truth wrapped in story is irresistibleand thats why I
use stories. These homilies are irresistible as well!
This convenient and comprehensive paperback volume contains - the readings for Sundays of
Year A, Year B and Year C, as well as those for solemnities and feasts of the Lord and the
saints during Ordinary Time, in the translation approved for use in the United States - the
complete Introduction to the Lectionary for Mass - an index of all the readings and responsorial
psalms in the order of the books in the Bible, and where each may be found in the lectionary a table of the dates of principal feasts from the year 2000 to the year 2025 - a table of the
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dates of every Sunday in the liturgical year from 2000 to 2013 - a list of the second readings
and gospels for Sundays showing the continuity of their proclamation
Accessible background and insights on each scripture text in the three-year Sunday lectionary
cycle. An invaluable resource for preachers, lectors, liturgical musicians, catechists and more.
This book is a compilation of homilies of Fr. Henry Charles composed and delivered over a
period of at least twenty years. The homilies were written out and were eventually typed up
and it is possible that Fr. Henry had himself thought about publishing them, though we do not
know this for sure. While many persons were privileged to receive emailed copies and others
actually heard his preaching, the homilies were thought to be deserving of a wider audience.
The underlying message of his preaching is that discipleship of Jesus Christ requires not only
the grace of faith but also demands perseverance, courage and discipline, critical elements of
the process he terms "ongoing conversion." In addition, Fr. Henry advocates moral excellence,
not settling for the merely moderate or the mediocre, but striving always to "be perfect." Fr.
Henry faces up to and wrestles with the "perplexities" of the Gospel and he believed that one
of the keys to overcoming these is an appreciation of its many paradoxes and that as a
consequence, we are required to see things from a different perspective, not as we are
normally inclined to see them, but as God sees them. The homilies have been arranged
thematically On God; On Jesus; What Jesus Calls Us To Be; What Jesus Calls Us To Do;
Faith; Hope; Love; Loss, Suffering, Death and Heaven; Virtues and Vices; Human Dignity;
Spirituality; Church, Liturgy and Ritual and Culture Society and Leadership. There is of course
considerable overlap among the various themes. The subjects he refers to and the examples
he gives are contemporary and relevant, not only to a Caribbean audience, but we think to
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audiences globally. The style is informal and conversational for the most part and this quality of
the writing has been maintained. The homilies have been edited for clarity and for obvious
errors and omissions in the transcripts, and some have been retitled, but they have otherwise
been reproduced and stand as he wrote them.
This spiral-bound desk calendar contains lectionary readings and a calendar for celebrating the
Eucharist. Features included are a guide for praying the Liturgy of the Hours, a "Bible
Enrichment" suggestion and a mention of well-known people on the anniversary of their
deaths.
A TIME FOR HIM brings to the reader, the soft voice of God amidst the noise that engulfs our
society. It is a weekly (Sundays) and other feast-day reflections that seeks to lead the reader to
a deeper awareness of himself and his relationship with God, neighbour and environment... It
is a thought-provoking and spirit-filled piece that captures the normal life-events that we
encounter and our Christian way of handling them for the benefit of our souls and the salvation
of all. It is catechetical, practical, devotional and biblical...
Would you like to have a creative resource that offers form and freedom for worship planning?
Do you have a desire to weave more Scripture into your worship services? Would you like to
follow the cycles and seasons of the Christian Year? If you can relate to these questions,
Lectionary Journey is a great resource for you! Following the Revised Common Lectionary
(RCL), this resource provides integrated, Scripture-based calls to worship, prayers, and
affirmations of faith for each Sunday and for special days in the Christian Year, over the threeyear lectionary cycle. This resource is of great benefit even if your church does not follow the
RCL in its preaching. Lectionary Journey ensures that we are being called into worship,
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praying, and affirming our faith through the word. It allows Scripture to be woven throughout
our corporate worship services, letting its language, narrative, metaphors, themes, teachings,
truths, and paradigms form and shape us, week after week. Worship planners will find this
resource to be of benefit as an annual guide for stewarding God's story, a weekly guide for
planning corporate worship, a regular source of spiritual formation, and an ecumenical
resource that fosters community within the body of Christ.
The practical commentary on Luke's Gospel is written for pastoral co-workers and for the
faithful. It is a solid help for a better, deeper and more profound understanding of biblical
teaching and it will help to preach the Good News more convincingly always and everywhere.
The conception of this commentary follows the principle of "Lectio Divina" in five steps
according to Pope Benedict XVI: to read the "Word of God", meditate/reflect on it, pray with it
and internalize it, as well as live out the biblical message. In doing so, the Christian lifestyle will
be inspired biblically. Der praxisorientierte Kommentar zum Lukasevangelium bietet
Seelsorgern und engagierten Laien eine solide Handreichung für ein besseres, vertieftes
Schriftverständnis und für eine glaubwürdige Verkündigung im Hier und Heute - in der Liturgie,
Schule ... oder privat Zuhause. Der Aufbau des Kommentars folgt dem Prinzip der "Lectio
Divina" in bewusster Anlehnung an ihre Ausformulierung durch Papst Benedikt XVI. So stützt
die Abfolge von Lektüre, Meditation, Gebet und Verinnerlichung die Motivation, zu wirklich
alltagsverändernden Handlungsweisen zu finden.
How does a pastor who follows the lectionary make the Advent wreath relevant to the rest of
the service? Here is a very easy-to-use resource which includes every Sunday in Advent, as
well as Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. It provides bulletin inserts, litanies, prayers,
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scripture readings, and flexible and easy-to-use original choral introits, which can be sung by a
choir, ensemble duet, or as a solo. This resource covers all three years of the lectionary cycle.
It provides bulletin inserts, litanies, prayers, scripture readings, and original choral introits,
which could be sung by a choir, ensemble, duet, or as a solo. It is adaptable for any size
congregation, large or small. Robert S. Jarboe is pastor of Faith Chapel United Methodist
Church, Huntington, Indiana. He is a graduate of Manchester College with a B.S. in Music. He
earned the M.Div. degree from United Theological Seminary.

When We Gather is an essential resource for pastors, worship committees, and others
who plan weekly congregational worship. For every Sunday in the church year, James
Kirk provides contemporary, theologically solid prayers and other elements for use in
worship. Included are prayers of praise and adoration, confession and pardon,
dedication, thanksgiving and petition, as well as concise comments on the lectionary
Scripture readings for each Sunday. Now expanded and updated to conform to the
Revised Common Lectionary, this revised edition of When We Gather combines the
original three-volume set into a single handy volume covering all of the Sundays in
lectionary cycles A, B, and C.
Lectio divina is an ancient spiritual practice that can help us to hear God speaking to us
through the words of Scripture. In recent times, Pope Benedict XVI and a synod of
bishops have recommended that lay people pray with the Scriptures using this method.
In this book, respected biblical scholar Stephen J. Binz chooses the first Mass reading
and the gospel reading for each Sunday in cycles A, B, and C during Advent, as well as
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for the major feast days in the Christmas season. Then he leads readers through the
steps of lectio divina—reading, meditation, prayer, contemplation, and action—by
suggesting themes and verses on which to focus.
This helpful one-volume commentary resource provides brief preaching commentaries
and prayers for worship for the first Sunday in Advent through Epiphany of the Lord
(Years A, B, and C). This book includes: lectionary readings for each Sunday and Holy
Day in the season; three sermon briefs for each Sunday in Advent and the Sunday after
Christmas; sermon briefs for Christmas, Christmas Eve, and the Day of Epiphany;
creative prayers for each Sunday and Holy Day in the season; scripture index.
In this third and concluding volume of their lectionary commentary collection (Preaching
the Gospels without Blaming the JewsandPreaching the Letters without Dismissing the
Law), Ronald Allen and Clark Williamson encourage the church and its preachers to
rediscover the Old Testament as a vibrant wellspring of Christian faith and life.
Preachers often neglect the Old Testament, misrepresent it, or regard its theological
content as superseded by Jesus and the New Testament, Allen and Williamson claim.
The authors help preachers avoid these traps by explaining how a text was understood
before the Common Era without any reference to Jesus or Christian doctrine,
mentioning representative New Testament passages or themes that are informed by
the older material, and commenting briefly on the relationship between the lections in
those cases when readings from the Old Testament are paired with readings from the
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New Testament.
"In this commentary on the Gospel readings in the Revised Common Lectionary, Allen
and Williamson call attention to ways in which the lections are continuous with the
theology, values, and practices of Judaism and reflect critically on the caricatures in the
readings. They explain the polemics in their first-century setting but criticize them
historically and theologically. They also suggest ways that preachers can help their
congregations move beyond these contentious themes to a greater sense of kinship
and shared mission with Judaism."--BOOK JACKET.
The second half of Mark's gospel shows readers how to follow Jesus faithfully, based
on both the successes and failures of his original disciples. In it readers will learn how
to take up the cross and follow Jesus wherever he leads.
Prayers of the FaithfulCycles A, B, CLiturgical Press
The Meaning and Celebration of Advent I have heard it said many times that Christmas
is for children. As someone who is moving past the middle age years and who has
always been very fond of Christmas, I can only say: "I hope not!" I hope that Christmas
is truly a festival of light and happiness for everyone. Yet I also think that Christmas for
young and old (and middle aged!) alike is only celebrated well when the beautiful
season of Advent is truly entered into as a time of preparation in joyful hope for the
coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. . . . from The Joy of Advent with Saint Benedict
Open your hearts during this Advent season and prepare for the celebration of
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Christmas with Saint Benedict. Inside you will find for every day of Advent and
Christmas, the daily Gospel Reading, a selection from the Rule of Saint Benedict, a
reflection and a prayer. Also included are chapters on Saint Benedict, the Meaning and
Celebration of Christmas and the O Antiphons. May you have a joyful Advent and a
blessed Christmas.
This easy-to-use resource provides initiation ministers with the pastoral tools needed to
lead dismissal sessions with adults preparing for Baptism. Through reflection and
discussion, each dismissal session guide helps to develop the catechumen’s
relationship with Christ, self, and neighbor by internalizing the Word, concentrating their
prayer around the Scriptures, and becoming familiar with the teachings of the Church.
The step-by-step format makes leading the dismissal an easy and prayerful experience.
The Living Word™: Leading RCIA Dismissals, Year A includes: - Guides for dismissal
sessions for every Sunday and Holyday of Obligation of Year A - Seasonal overviews,
Scripture backgrounds, and preparation materials for catechists - Seasonal dismissal
texts for the priest celebrant - Complete reflection texts with discussion sparkers on the
readings of the day - Centering ideas and closing prayers - Suggestions for additional
catechetical topics that are connected to the readings of the day - An appendix with
dismissal guides for the Rite of Acceptance, Rite of Sending, Rite of Election, and the
three Scrutinies
Fifty liturgical scholars - Roman Catholic, Episcopal, and Lutheran - have authored
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these intercessory prayers for each Sunday of the three-year cycle to expand the
resources available to local pastors. The authors have been guided by the traditional
pattern of prayers of the faithful. All language is inclusive.
With generosity, Fr. Oyafemi has organized for the hearer of the Sacred Word of God a
written record that compels us to revisit our conversation with the Triune God. In these
reflective moments, one is drawn towards the art of silence, in which we truly can hear
the God who is speaking to us, asking us to respond to Him. This collection of homilies
is a treasure that reminds the reader/ hearer of the many ways that we are afforded to
receive what God is always freely giving. In this book there are many blessings to be
received, many blessings to share, and a great deal to think about. May the readers be
delighted and encouraged to keep on talking with our awesome God. REV. DAVID
JONES. PASTOR, ST BENEDICT THE AFRICAN EAST, ARCHDIOCESE OF
CHICAGO In this, his latest literary endeavor, Fr. Clem demystifies the scriptural
readings for Sunday Masses and Solemnities throughout the liturgical year "B" and
clearly points out their significance to every believer. He illuminates the contextual
implications of those readings in concrete historical human conditions. Fr. Clem's
childhood experiences and his seventeen years of priestly life have come out
pedagogically in the jokes and stories used as vehicles to convey the message to
God’s people in their efforts to maintain their Christian identity in this day and age. If
life is truly a journey, this book is a great companion to help us navigate it.------ DR
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